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Well, heh heh, folks, this is 
the December 1965 issue. Yes. 
It really end truly is - honest 
Amerind.

And we were going to be all cagey 
and catch up to schedule and be 
all relaxed come the new year and 
all...So Buck ordered paper for 
this (December) issue in the 
middle of November, and we set 
right to work cutting stencils, 
proofreading, cutting illos and 
for all practical purposes byDecember 12 we were ready to go. Hmm. Still no paper. Aren't they 

a little late? Give them a bit more time. By Christmas the canceled 
check showed up from our bank —  but no paper.
We have sent off a request for the company to put a tracer on the ship­
ment and if something isn't forthcoming real soon now (like it's Jan­
uary 7) we start getting real nasty and muttering about mail fraud....
Sigh. As it is, two thirds of the annish is lying before me, already 
stencilled. We don't have any paper for that either, but until things 
get straightened out with that original order, we shall resort to the 
expensive local supplier (who rarely has the colors we want —  so you 
will have to struggle along without dog vomit yellow and pistachio lime 
for a while. Courage).

Otherwise, things aren't too bad : (I say,"rapping my knuckles soundly on my- cranium’)."' I actually won something in one of those myriad fill- 
out-this-blallk-arid-drop-ln-the-box contests: a transistor radio, which 
oddly enough was exactly what I needed. Of course, the first prize of ^10,000 would have been even better, but after all.... I T T  very 
nice, and a good size, not one of the matchboxes, and so far the origi­
nal batteries are still in it and performing nicely.
I. wanted a battery radio because in the country one is liable to fre­
quent power outages, and the next time a tornado comes through this 
area I want to know about it —  so I'll be able to be scared. I didn't 
know about the last one because the power was off; it didn't touch us, 
of course, but still, one likes to be all prepared to be noble and brave and what not, even if not required.
And my tv went floop (l say "my” because while Buck comes in and watches 
specials and UNCLEjhe insists it's my set and he's only giving it house room to placate me)....a talkative but effecient repairman came out and 
fixed it without too much difficulty. (We've had it with yanking that 
thing out of the chassis —  it's worth the extra expense to have someone 
else get the slipped disk and broken fingers.) And he informs me a 
new picture tube, which we need, is not nearly so expensive as we'd 
feared. Expensive enough that Buck's not eager to have anything done 
until it goes completely, but not so bad that a new set is cheaper.
Christmas was bountiful, mild weathered and enjoyable all around. Bruce 
got a haul of books, and his requested Man From Uncle gun —  he doesn't 
Joe Staton's cover this issue illustrating "The Little Black Train”, from 
Manly Wade Wellman's John the Minstrel stories.



p la y  w ith  i t  much, j u s t  ta k e s  i t  a p a r t  and p u ts  i t  b a c k  to g e th e r  a g a in . 
I t ' s  s o r t  o f a b a l l i s t i c  c ro ssw o rd  p u z z le .

Among th e  many f i n e  g i f t s  I  r e c e iv e d  w ere two e n jo y a b le  b o o k s: E ver­
s o n 's  THE BAD GUYS -  A P i c t o r i a l  H is to r y  of th e  Movie V i l l a i n ,  and 
P e i f f e r 1 s THE GREAT CCMIC BOOK HEROES. B o th  d r ip p in g  w ith  n o s t a lg i a  
and  g r e a t  f u n .  The m ain d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  b o th  books i s  s h o r tn e s s ;  b o th  
n e e d  s e q u e l s ,  su p p le m e n ts , o r  so m e th in g . And i f  t h e r e 's  a n y th in g  to  
make one f e e l  m odern comic book a r t  r e a l l y  m igh t have p o s s i b i l i t i e s  as 
a r t , i t ’ s lo o k in g  a t  th e  e x c r u t i a t i n g l y  c ru d e  b e g in n in g s .  I  th in k  
t h a t ’ s one o f th e  re a s o n s  I  a lw ays l i k e d  M o u lto n 's  Wonder Woman; th e  
d ra w in g  may h av e  been  d i f f e r e n t , and h ig h ly  i r r i t a t i n g  to  some p e o p le , 
b u t  a t  l e a s t  i t  la c k e d  th e  p u re  s lo p p in e s s  of many of i t s  contem por­
a r i e s .

B ut as Gene DeWeese a g re e d  a f t e r  we lo o k e d  o v e r  th e  book ( i t  was a 
g i f t  from  th e  D eW eeses), he d i d n ' t  rem em ber th o s e  e a r l i e r  s t r i p s  as 
b e in g  t h a t  b a d . N e i th e r  d id  I .  But th e n , as C am pbell p o in te d  o u t, 
th e  a p p le s  w ere b ig g e r  and th e  snows h ig h e r  th a n ,  to o .

THE BAD GUYS, w h ile  lo a d e d  w ith  s t i l l s ,  i s  o n ly  an ’ a p p e t i t e  w h e t te r .  
I  have  a lw ay s b een  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  v i l l a i n s  in  drama — th e  snake has 
a l l  th e  l i n e s  and  th e  m eaty c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n .  T h is  book can  o n ly  h i t  
th e  h i g h l i g h t s ,  I  c o u ld  q u ic k ly  d ev o u r a w hole s m a ll  e n c y c lo p e d ia  de­
v o te d  to  m ovie and tv  v i l l a i n s .  A ckerm an 's  S c re e n  T h r i l l s  i s  In  th e  
same d e p a r tm e n t ,  b u t as re g a rd s  t h i s  f i e l d  o n ly  a c an a p e . I  want a 
b a n q u e t  o f l e e r s ,  s n a r l s ,  and "Now I  have you in  my p o w e r"s .

O ver New Y e a r 's  we j a u n te d  n o rth w a rd  f o r  a v i s i t e d  w ith  DeWeeses and 
G r e n n e l l s  - -  and w onder of w onders we p a s s e d  no n u t ty  d r i v e r s ,  no 
w re c k s , and  I  d i d n ' t  m iss th e  money b a s k e t  a t  th e  t o l l  b o o th s ' o n c e . . .  
I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone d o in g  a n y th in g  p a r t i c u l a r  on New Y e a r’ s Eve, ex­
c e p t  s t a r i n g  i n  h o r r o r  a t  a  tv  s h o t  o f Times S q uare  f u l l  o f m i l l in g  
i d i o t s  t o o t i n g  w h i s t l e s  a t  one a n o th e r .  I  rem em ber b e in g  i n t e r e s t e d  
and e x c i t e d  a b o u t Nevi Y e a r 's  Eve as a k id ;  b u t  once I ' d  s ta y e d  up th a t  
l a t e ,  i t  r a t h e r  l o s t  i t s  charm . So? Are a l l  th e s e  p e o p le  c a se s  o f 
a r r e s t e d  d ev e lo p m en t?

F o r t  Wayne, l i k e  many o th e r  towns and c i t i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  h as  been  
h a v in g  a g a rb a g e  p ro b le m . A f te r  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  th e y  c o n t r a c te d  a 
d e a l e r  to  p ic k  up th e  s t u f f ,  and th e n  p e o p le  began  y a n k in g  t h e i r  dump­
in g  y a rd s  and " s a n i t a r y  l a n d f i l l s "  o u t from  u n d e r  them  w ith  in ju n c t io n s  
an d  so  f o r t h .  I 'm  n o t s u re  w h e th e r  th e  c o l l e c t o r s  b ro u g h t th e  garbage  
b a c k , to o k  i t  home w ith  them or w h a t.

I  r e c a l l  a t  l e a s t  one s t f  s t o r y  w here T e r r a ’ s g a rb a g e  became su ch  a 
p ro b lem  i t  was o r b i t e d  o u t ,  and th row n b ack  by E T 's .  I  s u s p e c t  
t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  a ro u n d  th e  c o r n e r .  W e 're  m aking to o  many th in g s  
t h a t  a re  a l l  b u t  i n d e s t r u c t a b l e  and u n r e c la im a b le .  T h e r e 's  j u s t  so 
much s q u a s h in g  and  b u ry in g  a c u l t u r e  can  do w ith  b ro k en  b o t t l e s ,  t i n  
c an s  and alum inum  f o i l .

The F o r t  Wayne g a rb a g e  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r s  came b e fo re  th e  C ity  
C o u n c il  a t  g r e a t  in c o n v e n ie n c e  to  e x p la in  t h e i r  o p e r a t io n  of com pres­
s i n g  and b u r y in g  th e  n o n c o m b u s tib le s  and how i t  was a l l  s a n i t a r y  and 
s i g h t l y  and so  f o r t h .  B ut s t i l l . . . .

Maybe i f  M ohole f a l l s ,  we c o u l d . . . . d o  you su p p o se?  JWC



Today Is Monday, Dec. 13. YANDRO 
was supposed to "be out today, but we 
are still waiting on a shipment of 
paper. With luck, this will be out 
before Christmas.

Carl J. Brandon, Jr., S^llskaps- 
vfegen 7, Stockholm 4-8, Sweden, is 
interested in obtaining any and all 
fanzines containing material on Ayn 
Rand and/or Objectivism —  reviews, 
articles, discussions, anything. 
Says he’ll pay good money and for 
anyone Interested in selling to list name and issue of fanzine, and thename of the author of the Rand material therein. Another Swedish fan (or rather, a.former Swedish fan), is interested in obtaining the name and ad­

dress of any firm producing LSD commercially. Send any information to: fil.stud. Alvar Appeltofft, Box 3 07^, Halmstad 3, Sweden. Ah, that liber­
al Swedish climate!
• Marty Helgesen (who sounds as though he might have a drop or two of 
Scandinavian blood) enriched ray life by sending plong a clipping "from a City College student newspaper": ATTENTION! All Brooklyn girls interested in joining an Established House contact Linda....(with phone no. appended). Marty says this is for a cooperative rooming house or something of the sort, but we know better, don't we? (I'm sure Tucker knows better, at any rate; he'knows all about this sort of thing.)
Bill Pettit stopped by a week ago, on his way between Huntsville and Minneapolis. The usual fan conversation, playing folk records, Tom Lehrer records, etc.
A couple of days ago, Juanita got a letter informing her that she had won a portable radio in a contest sponsored by a local-packing company. It hasn't arrived yet, but we aren't impatient —  after all, the Hugo 

hasn't arrived yet, either. (We're still using a sort of commemorative or 
complimentary plaQue that Pete Jackson sent us, in its place. Pettit re­marked that this was the first technicolor Hugo he1d seen.)
The Christmas tree is up, most of the presents have been purchased,most 

of the cards mailed out and a trickle of cards is arriving —  but I still don't feel very Christmasy. I suppose part of it is the weather. I realize 
that there is a tradition of sunshine and sand at Christmas as well as one of crisp, clean snow -- but I don1t associate clouds and drizzling rain with the season, and that's what we've had for the past week or better. 
Thoroughly unpleasant weather. But I seem to have less interest in Christ­mas than I did just a_few years ago. A sign of old age, I suppose. (Or possibly a sign that i'm:really going round the bend at last.)
Bill Bowers mentions a couple of possible Hugo candidates in his art­icle, which reminds me that I ought to run down a list of possibles in the hope of refreshing the memories of the readers. This year there is the largest assortment of good novels that I can recall. Bill mentions Dune, which will probably be the favorite. It .has competition, however. BaLIantine just issued John Brunner's The Squares Of The City in their 

75/ prestige stf edition. This one should definitely be read before vot­
ing. It's borderline science fiction, but It's an excellent novel. The 
gimmick is that the actions are based on the moves in a chess game; an actual game, not just one Brunner .made up. I hope to have an article In the next YANDRO, listing the moves and correlating them'wlth the action of the story. However, the game aspec.t was overplayed in the novel's ad­
vertising; it can be read strictly as an adventure novel, paying no atten-



Lion to the chess moves, and, read that way, it's an exciting book. The 
chess is simply an added attraction. One novel -which deserves attention that it won't get is The Weirwoods, by Thomas Burnett Swann, serialized in SCIENCE FANTASY, (it's an awkward length, also; at 113 pb pages, it's 
on the borderline between novels and short fiction. Until someone corrects me, I'll class it as a novel.) I'm not sure if the pb publication makes Fellowship Of The Ring eligible this year or not; if it's eligible, of 
course, this is it- A title I'd like to see on the final ballot is H.Beam Piper's Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen. I don't suppose it's really Hugo-class material, but I got so blasted much enjoyment from it.... And I supposesome fans might want to vote for A Clockwork Orange, which might have stood a chance against the lesser’ competition of other years.This hasn't been such a good year for short fiction. A lengthy riffling 
thru my stacks of magazines brings forth some good stories, but no out­standing ones. Best of the lot, in my estimat-Lon, are "What Size Are Gi­ants", by Alex Panshin; "Greenslaves", by Frank Herbert; "High-Eight", by David Stringer (from Carnell's New Writings In SF-U, another one that 
doesn't have much circulation in the US); "The Doors Of His Face, The Lamps Of His Mouth", by Roger Zelazny; and possibly "A Stick For .Harry Eddington", by Chad Oliver.
Best magazine? A toasup. GALAXY, WORLDS OF TOMORROW, IF, ANALOG,. F&SF. Pay your money and take your choice. They all printed good stories in 1%5; they all printed stinkers. I'll probably pick one of the Galaxy trio, but right now I couldn't say which one.Best artist? Kelly Freas or Gray Morrow.
Best dramatic presentation? I didn't see very many, and I can't recall any of them; let somebody else reminisce over these.
Best fanzine? Well, AMRA is still around. NIEKAS has been putting out large amounts of good stuff. STEFANTASY deserves more recognition than it gets.■HYPHEN had an issue this year, and has deserved a Hugo for years. And the three that were on the ballot last year are still around, if you 

are too lazy to read something new.....
Then there's WORM RUNNER'S DIGEST..'....
I don’t know about you, but that last paragraph was a surprise to me.. I didn't realize there were that many good fanzines published in this era of publishing associations and unintelligible mailing comments. Fans used to get into general fandom first, then —  sometimes —  join an apa for 

added enjoyment. Sometimes they eventually dropped general fandom altogeth­er and crawled entirely into the apa. After all, it's a lot easier to dash Off 3 pages of mailing comments every 3 or 6 or 12 months than it is to put out a general circulation fanzine. (I think I've done enough of 
both to know.) But even as lazy an individual as I am —  and I don't think they come any lazier —  can't Quite see apa publishing as a way of life. Mailing comments are easy — but they don't elicit any meaningful response, either. I.can turn out pages for FAP A easier than a two-page editorial —  but who the hell cares about them? Nobody —  Including my­self —  misses them if they aren't present in a mailing. (Whereas if YANDRC is overdue we get all sorts of letters from annoyed subscribers wanting to know what happened and when are we going to get the lead out?) 
A publishing association is the nearest thing to a mental vacuum that fan­dom possesses. Nevertheless, it seems to hold a fascination for today's young fans. Half of them seem to. feel that the purpose of fandom is to get them into an apa, where .they can pen-pal to their heart's content without having to worry about possibly meeting someone new and different.It's beyond me....I'm alj. in favor of lessening my editing chores, but there are, like, limits....

And a Merry Christmas to all our non-apa readers, too. RSC



. '. ........by ............................... ...JOHN B ER R Y
I've said often enough in my writings that the figure who inspired 

me most in fandom was Bob Bloch. He always said nice things about my humour in his Imagination column (it seems decades ago), which caused 
faneds to. write to me asking for material, and It was this reason 
mostly that I had such a prolific period of producing stories between 1956 and 1959.

I met Bob Bloch in Detroit In 1959, and once again he was most kind 
to me. To demonstrate his kindness, without telling me, he wrote to 
my wife in Belfast saying I was getting on OK, etc. I always remembered 
this, and although Bob has drifted somewhat from fandom because of his 
pro commitments, he recently came to Great Britain, and attended the 
WorldCon in London. Just a couple of days ago he and his attractive 
wife flew into Northern Ireland for a short visit, and ’plans were made' 
for a party at James White's house last night, Saturday 13th September 1965. I was at that party, and after twelve hours of heavy slumber, and 
the rapid application of ice bags and alka seltza tablets, I feel that 
whilst all the rapid and clever humour still clings to my mind, I should 
write it out for posterity, so that other fans all over the world can 
read it and imagine they were there too. For besides Bob Bloch being In 

full flow, Walt Willis, Bob Shaw and James 
White (and their respective wives) were 
also in attendance, and with such an 
assembly of razor-sharp brains it was 
little wonder that my head ached in 
trying to keep up with the repartee. 

I'll tell you as much as I can 
recall through the haze.......

I was the first arrival at James 
White's house at number 10, Riverdale 
Gardens, Belfast...a clean and tidy 
house, expansively decorated, as befits 
a pro of his calibre. I chatted to 
James and Peggy awhile until an agonised 
screech of brakes outside and a sort of 
creaking noise as a lamp standard veered 
over a few degrees denoted that Walt 

arrived with, as it turned out, a rather 
Mr and Mrs Bloch who gulped down the first

drink offered to them. Bob Bloch and myself settled 
for canned CARLINGS lager, ice cold. James White 

|) said he hadn't got a 'fridge, but that he'd kept the
Vj i\ lager cold with liquid oxygen, I chatted awhile to

Bob Bloch,and at the same time kept my'ears peeled 
J ' '  for witty remarks which began to flow along too fast

6̂ ) ’ for me to comprehend or remember.



Walt Willis asked me to kneel on the 
carpet in .front of Bob Bloch and press 
my head to the carpets I was most 
certainly, willing to do thiSj to 
show my appreciation to Bob Bloch? 
but Willis, grinning like msd, said it would be a false salaam.

Bob Shaw said he’d seen a 
newspaper clipping about a 
ghetto being founded in a North­
ern Mediterranean town. He ob­
served that 'Many a Jew word is 
spoken in Trieste'.

Bob Bloch smirked at this, and 
attempted to start a sercon dis­
cussion about why vehicles drive 
on the left hand side of the road 
in the. British Isles. Various (,theories were offered to explain „ , 
this, the most original being by 
Madeleine Willis who suggested that 
it was so a lance -could be carried 
in the right hand to combat an on­
coming motorist. Bob Bloch, who it seemed had been hoping for an open­ing like this, leered at Bob Shaw and announced that "Many a true word 
is spoken in joust."

Someone, observed that someone else had 'sniggered' at this clever 
pun, and White suggested that in deference to our American visitors we should show that we weren't in any way prejudiced, and henceforth we 
should use the expression 'snegroed'.After an hour of this, and I've only been able to capture a few of 
the gems, the others commented on the fact that I'd been strangely quiet. Truth to tell, I felt that the standard of conversation was so high and incredible witty that it would be an impertinence for me to 
intrude., I looked around wildly for something to comment upon, anything at allo o »I was desperate, and then I spotted a little round leather stuffed seat, and, although it was a dead stupid thing to say, I en­
quired why was it called a pouffe? Secretly, I'd always wondered about this, and I realised it was a damned silly thing to say in such exault- ed company, but I had to say something, and I made the excuse that it would be a vehicle for them to pun away at.

From then on,the conversation got completely out of hand. I caught up at one time, when they had hit upon the word 'hassock'. Willis said 
no, that was a word which described a fighting Russian horseman from the steppes, Shaw said no, that was a word which described a test used by psychiatrists, showing you patterns of blots in a book. Suddenly, Bob Bloch said something. Before I tell you what he said I must point out that it isn't funny. To you it won't be funny. But to us it was sheer genius. We were stunned by it. It is a remark that, taken out 
of the exotic context of that treasured evening, is meaningless. But to me especially it summed up the brilliant understanding of Robert Bloch. What he said was:

"Pouffe is the French for the Ink Spots."
To me, that brief remark demonstrated that not only was Bob Bloch in complete rapport with these witticisms blasted out at top speed in, to 

him, a strange set of accents, but also that he had recognised my em­
barrassment in saying the idiotic thing about pouffe's, and wished to



show t h a t  h i s  i n c l u s i o n  of th e  word in  t y in g  up t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b o u t  of w o rd -p la y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he th o u g h t I  had  c o n t r i b u te d  a l i t t l e  t o  i t ,  
Peggy W hite s e r v e d  up a d e l i c i o u s  t r o l l e y - f u l l  of e a t a b l e s ,  w hich  we a l l  e n th u s e d  o v e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Mrs B lo ch . The o n ly  t h in g  s l i g h t l y  wrong was t h a t  th e  l e t t u c e  w ith  th e  s a l a d  was a m ite  f lo p p y , o n ly  to  be e x p e c te d  a t  t h i s  tim e of th e  y e a r .  Bob B loch  Q u izzed  Jam es and Peggy ab o u t t h i s ,  and n e i t h e r  of them w ould adm it to  o b ta in in g  i t .  B lo ch  ob­s e rv e d  t h a t  i t  m ust hav e  been  'anonym ous l e t t u c e ' .
Bob Shaw s a i d  he was w o rk in g  on a p l o t  ab o u t a p l a n e t  whose a tm o sp h e re  c o n s i s t e d  e n t i r e l y  o f  c i g a r e t t e  smoke. He w ondered  how he c o u ld  in c lu d e  a s e a  of b e e r ,  and s t i l l  g e t  h i s  f a c t s  t e c h n i c a l l y  r i g h t .  Jam es W hite 

s u g g e s te d  sow ing  th e  se a  bed  w ith  h o p s , b u t was a l i t t l e  w o rr ie d  ab o u t w hat to  u se  as a f e rm e n tin g  a g e n t .  Bob B lo ch  s u g g e s te d  th e  Y eas t Wind. And th e n  B lo ch  g o t c a r r i e d  away w ith  e n th u s ia sm  a b o u t t h i s  o r i g i n a l  i d e a .  He j u s t  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  he s t u t t e r e d  w ith  im p a tie n c e  as he t r i e d  to  g e t  th e  words o u t . . . b o t t l e s h i p s  on th e  h o r i z o n . . . ta n k a rd s  r o l l i n g  th ro u g h  th e  w a v e s . . .a n d  so on a t  l e n g t h .  I  th in k  M ad e le in e  W i l l i s ' s  was th e  b e s t ,  th o u g h . She s u g g e s te d  'c a r o u s e r s  down th e  r i v e r ' .
E le v e n  pm came and w en t. The B loch s had  a t i g h t  s c h e d u le  f o r  th e  f o l lo w in g  d a y , l e a v in g  B e l f a s t  by a i r  f o r  London a t  9 am, and th e n  f l y i n g  d i r e c t l y  to  C h icag o , w here Bob h ad  to  make an h o u r - lo n g  sp eech  th e  same n i g h t ,  D u rin g  th e  l a s t  few  moments of th e  p a r t y  th e  t a l k  came ro u n d  to  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  w hich  W i l l i s  B a ld  was a l a b o u r - s a v in g  d e v ic e .  Jam es W hite 

handed ro u n d  a bow o f c h o c o l a t e s .  Someone a sk ed  vjhich w ere th e  h a rd  cen ­t r e s ,  and W hite  s a i d  th e  ones w ith  th e  t e e t h  m arks i n  them . I t  was t h a t  s o r t  o f p a r t y .
1 g o t  a l i f t  i n  th e  W i l l i s  c a r ,  c a r r y in g  th e  B lo ch s back  to  W a lt’ s ho u se  in  D onaghadee f o r  th e  n i g h t .  W alt s to p p e d  o u t s id e  my h o u se , and I  shook  hands w ith  Bob B loch  and h ih  w i f e .  I  s a id  t h a t  I  hoped o u r  p a th s  w ould c ro s s  once a g a in  in  th e  y e a r s  to  come.
I n  t h i s  h e c t i c  w o rld , w here n o th in g  i s  c e r t a i n ,  and i n c e n t i v e s  have sh ru n k  to  m ercen a ry  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  m e e tin g  a g e n tle m a n  l i k e  Bob B loch  a g a in  w i l l  a lw ays b e , f o r  me, a s h in in g  p r o s p e c t .

WHEN I  WAS YOUNG 
by S tep h en  B a rr

T h a t good  r i v e r  t h a t  flo w ed  backw ard  
when i t  f e l t  th e  d a n g e r  of- -Babylon 
ta u g h t  th e  r e s t  of us in  th e  s t o r y  how to  be  good b u t  my f a t h e r  s a i d ,  "God, I  u se d  to  lo v e  t h a t  f a n z in e ."

A nim als t h a t  knew th e  way t o  heaven  
wagged a t  th e  b ack  d o o rs  o f e v e ry  house  
when I  was young, and fa n s  t o l d  neos 
th e  s t o r y  of fandom , and sm e lle d  o f c o r f l u .

T hese  t im e s  t e s t e d  th e  p re -w a r  c lo c k s ,  and 
c o ld  m o rn in g s th e y  ra n g  and r a n g . I  h a v e n 't  r e c e n t l y  
se en  r i v e r s  f lo w  backw ards o r  fa n s  t h a t  rem em ber.
The c lo c k s  th o ,  s t i l l  p u rsu e  w hat th e y  e n d le s s ly  lo v e d .

apxsq.no
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-_rrU.„------ ANTONIO DUPLA
The r e a s o n s  f o r  w hich  to  c o l l e c t  sp a c e  stam ps a re  so w e l l  and en­t i r e l y  e x p o sed  by Jo h n  (B e rry )  t h a t  o n ly  one more can be s a id :  th ey  a r e  e a s i l y  b o u g h t and e a s i l y  s o ld ,  th e y  c o v e r  a l l  th e  ran g e  of p r i c e s  and  can  e a s i l y  -  and l e g a l l y  -  be s e n t  w ith  a l e t t e r .  Why n o t adopt them  as th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c u rre n c y  of fandom? W ith th e  a d e q u a te  v a lu e , e v e ry b o d y  c o u ld  ask  f o r  t h a t  f a n z in e  t h a t  c o s t  2 /6  o r 3 5 / .B u t, as d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le s  have d i f f e r e n t  c u sto m s, I  f i n d  some p o in ts  o f d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  h i s  and my c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  I  have a c a ta lo g u e  -  M .S. -  p u b l i s h e d  y e a r l y  and d e d ic a te d  o n ly  to  a s t r o p h i l a t e l y  w ith  i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  b r a n c h e s .  But of t h i s  l a t e r .  I n  i t  a re  r e l a t e d  a l l  th e  stam p s up to  th e  p a s t  y e a r  and i t  a p p e a rs  a b o u t J a n u a ry .  The s tam p s have t h e i r  num ber o f th e  I v e r t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C a ta lo g u e , p h o to ­g ra p h y  o f th e  s tam p , m o tiv e , d a te  and i t s  p r i c e  ( t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  s te p s  up r a t h e r  a b r u p t ly  from  a y e a r  t o  th e  o th e r ,  s p e c i a l l y  in  chosen  i t e m s ) .  I t  c o s t s  5 0 / .  And as f o r  fo l lo w in g  th e  new I s s u e d  stam ps t h e r e  i s  a c h o ic e  o f b u l l e t i n s  and m agaz ines of w hich mine (c h o ic e )  i s  o n e , m o n th ly , t h a t  p u b l is h e d  e x a c t l y  th e  same d a ta ,  o f a l l  stam ps o f c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h a t  a llo w s  to  know w hich  ones’ a re  o f i n t e r e s t ,  I t s  p r i c e  i s  1 0 /?

W ith  t h i s  stam ps a re  known and , i f  th e r e  i s  someone i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  d a t a ,  in  th e  c a ta lo g u e  o f 1965 w i th  a l l  p u b l is h e d  in  196^ in c lu d e d  t h e r e  a re  e x a c t l y  1 ,1 0 3  stam ps and 7^ m in ia tu r e  s h e e ts  (o f  w hich I  have 690  and  22 r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .
R e a l ly  th e  c a ta lo g u e  c o v e rs  n o t o n ly  a s t r o p h i l a t e l y  b u t th r e e  b ra n c h e s :  J )  A s t r o p h i l a t e l y ,  2) A stronom y, and 3) A to m is t ic s .  And so th e  d o u b ts  o f Jo hn  a re  s o lv e d .  The F re n c h  stam ps of M e l ie s ,  V e r n e . . .  th e  R u s s ia n  and  A lb a n ia n  a re  H; th e  D om inican  i s  1 and 'th e  M exican i s ,  e f f e c t i v e l y , ,  o f  none of them .
A n o th e r  t h in g ,  a l s o  c i t e d  by John  and of r e a l  i n t e r e s t ,  i s  th e  mat­t e r  o f th e  ’s e r i e s  o f ” n** stam ps, of w hich  o n ly  p a r t  i s  o f th e  f i e l d .  W ith  an eye on th e  p o s s ib l e  f u t u r e  r i s e  in  v a lu e  i t  i s  b e t t e r  to  g e t ’ th e  w hole s e r i e s ,  b u t  o n ly  th e  r e l a t e d  ones m ust f i g u r e  i n  th e  album . As i t  h ap p en s w ith  a R u ss ia n  s 'e r ie s  on 1951 whose stam ps a re  o f c e le ­b r i t i e s  -  i t  h a s  16 stam ps and o n ly  one, t h a t  of T s io lk o w s k i, i s  of a s t r o p h i l a t e l y . .  O r, r e c e n t l y ,  a s e r i e s  of P o la n d  abo u t th e  advances o f th e  c o u n tr y ;  i t  has- 10 stam ps and o n ly  one d e p i c t s  a n u c le a r  r e a c ­t o r .  T h ere  a r e  p l e n ty  of exam ples: Hungary w i th  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  a i r  t r a v e l ,  Monaco w ith  th e  su b m arin e  e x p lo r a t i o n  o r  t h a t  o f th e  H i t l e r i a n  o-ermany, 14 stam p s d e p ic t i n g  a l l  t h e i r  b ra n c h e s  o f  w a rfa re  w ith  th e  l a s t  a p r i d e  of r o c k e ts  i n  th e  a i r .
A s t r o p h i l a t e l y  h a s  had  an e x p lo s iv e  boom of w hich i t  seems to  be g ro w in g  o u t .  So many p e o p le  went to  c o l l e c t  i t  t h a t  some c o u n tr ie s  b eg an  to  p u b l i s h  stam ps i f  n o t w ith  th e  16 v a r i e t i e s  c i t e d  by John , v e ry  n e a r l y ,  i n  o r d e r  to  c o l l e c t  f o r e i g n  c o r re n c y  -  and n o t a t r i f l i n g



. B ut i t  goes f a r t h e r .  F o l -  
g i n t e r n a t i o n a l  norms a g o v e rn -  

m ust p u b l i s h  in  i t s  o f f i c i a l  
e r  a n o t i c e  from  th e  P o s t  O f f ic e  

th e  T re a s u ry  D ep artm en t -  s a y -  
ng t h a t  in  su c h  day s h a l l  be  p u t 
to  s a l e  in  i t s  o f f i c e s  su ch  and 

su ch  stam ps o f su ch  p r i c e s  of 
w hich  so many have been  p r i n t e d .

And m ust be s o ld  w h ile  t h e r e  
a re  an y , i f  s o .  But some 

c o u n t r i e s ,  n e a r  e x a c t l y  th e  
sam e, from  tim e  to  tim e  

V) p r i n t  stam ps of a h ig h  
f a c i a l  v a lu e  in  v e ry  

s h o r t  num bers and to  
ro u n d  i t  up , more th a n  

once have s o ld  them , 
i n  t o t o ,  to  some 

s t r o n g  stam ps d e a l ­
e r  (m o s tly  o f U .S .) .  
W ith  th e s e  b u l l i s h  
m easu res th e  v a lu e  
s k y r o c k e t s ,  so  muchso  t h a t  many p e o p le ,  w eary  o f th e s e  a b u s e s ,  h a v e - tu r n e d  to  o th e r  b ra n c h ­es o f p h i l a t e l y .  To su ch  e x te n t  i t  a r r i v e d  t h a t  a c o u p le  o f y e a r s  back  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c ie ty  o f P h i l a t e l y  condem ned e x p l i c i t l y  th e  co n d u c t of Ghana, G u in e a , H a i t i ,  M a u r i ta n ia  and Togo and gave a s t i f f  w a rn in g  to  A fg h a n is ta n ,  A lb a n ia , D om inican R e p u b lic , L i b e r i a ,  N ig e r ia  and P a ra ­guay , ah , and S u rin a m e . W ith  w hich r e s u l t s  i s  y e t  to  be s e e n .  B u t, as a m easure  a g a i n s t  t h a t  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  h e re  and th e r e  a p p e a rs  i n  th e  c a ta lo g u e  a n o t i c e :  "T h e re  a re  a ls o  p r i n t e d  m in ia tu r e  s h e e ts  a n d /o r  u n d e n te d  s tam p s"  w ith o u t  more d e t a i l s  -  as a w a rn in g  t h a t  th e y  a re  sp e c ­u l a t i v e ,  n o t  d e s e r v in g  to  be b o u g h t. B ecause  m in ia tu r e  s h e e ts  a re  p r i n t e d  in  a l l  o r  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  c o u n t r i e s  b u t  s p a r i n g ly ,  and o n ly  com­m em orating  so m e th in g  s p e c i a l .

Panama and P a ra g u a y  have a good — to o  much, p e rh a p s  — r o s t e r  of sp a ce  s ta m p s , b u t th e  p r i z e  goes u n d is p u te d  to  th e  c o u n t r i e s  beyond  th e  I ro n  C u r ta in .  R u s s ia  th e  f i r s t ,  b u t H ungary , P o la n d , Rumania and A l­b a n ia  n o t  f a r  b e h in d . T h is  i s  n o t a s u r p r i s e  as t h i s  i s  a m a g n if ic e n t  v e h ic le  of p ro p a g a n d a  t h a t  m oreover s e l l s  f o r  a f a i r  p r i c e ;  a v iew  t h a t  Jo hn  p e r f e c t l y  comments i s  s t r a n g e ly  n o t  s h a re d  by th e  U .S . B ut a ls o  a p p ea r a t  th e  t a b l e  some s t r a n g e  g u e s t s ;  what have i n  common th e  s a t e l ­l i t e s  1 am u n a b le  to  s e e ,  b u t th e r e  a re  sp a c e  s ta m p s , and  of th e  more showy and h i g h l y - p r i z e d ,  from  S h a r ja h ,  D ubai, Yemen an d  M on go lia , n o t t o  sp e ak  of e v e ry  new in d e p e n d e n t  c o u n try  o f  A f r i c a .
One word a b o u t how to  keep  them . In  ’a t r a n s p a r e n t  c o v e r  upon b la c k  c a rd b o a rd  in  t h r e e  ( f o r  now) o rd in a ry  b in d e r s ,  c l a s s i f i e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l ­ly  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  and  i n  e a c h  o f th o s e ;  s e a r c h in g  a p l e a s a n t  v i s u a l  e f ­f e c t ,  b u t p u t  as I  g e t  them . And, p o o r w o rk e r that? I  am, w ith o u t  any n o te s .

’’ANTED IN TRADE: The T o lk ie n  L ord  Of The R ings in  p a p e rb a c k  fo rm . W ill  exchange m in t h a rd c o v e r  T a le s - From Ga.vagan1 s~13ar (de  Camp A P r a t t )  p lu s  
TREASURY OF GREAT SCIENCE FICTION m ag az in e .
M a rg a re t D om in ick , 55 Plum S t ,  New B ru n sw ick , New J e r s e y  0€>901



BEAUTY & THE BEA ST
" ’ p  " - ' ..1.

re i//e iv  by
stephen picking

■ K ing Kong by D e lo s W heele r L o v e la c e , from  an o r i g i n a l  id e a  by Edgar 
W a lla c e  and M erian  C. C ooper; Bantam  B ooks, 1 O c to b e r 196 5 ; 5 0 /;  f i r s t  
h a rd c o v e r  e d i t i o n  a p p e a re d  in  1932 , and was p u b l is h e d  by G ro s se t  and 
D u n lap .

T h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a rs  ag o , a  r a t h e r  in c o n s p ic u o u s  book a p p e a re d  from a 
New York p u b l i s h in g  f i r m ,  n o te d  f o r  i t s  a d v e n tu re  n o v e ls ,  w e s te rn s ,  
m y s t e r i e s ,  and g e n e r a l  j u v e n i l e s .  The d u s t - j a c k e t  of t h i s  one im por­
t a n t  book  r e a d :

"T h is  i s  th e  thrilling s to r y  of B eau ty  and th e  B e a s t . . .B e a u t y , . . a  
w a if  from  th e  s id e w a lk s  o f New Y o r k . . . t h e  B e a s t . . . a  m o n s te r  from  th e  
dim" dawn of Time i t s e l f .  A g a in s t a b ack g ro u n d  o f s te a m in g  ju n g le s ,  
h a u n te d  by p r e h i s t o r i c  t e r r o r s . . .  d o m in a ted  by th e  m igh ty  "KONG",..Ann 
and h e r  m ate b a t t l e  th ro u g h  d a n g e rs  t h a t  Man can o n ly  dream  ab o u t to d ay . 
K ing  Kong c la im s  h e r  as h i s  b r i d e ,  f i g h t s  j fo r  h e r  w ith  m a n -e a tin g  d in o ­
s a u r s .  . .W ades th ro u g h  th e  a s p h a l t  of p r im e v a l  swamps to  b a t t l e  t h r e e ­
h o rn e d  m o n s te rs  who sh o u ld  have d ie d  te n  m i l l i o n  y e a r s  a g o . . . t h e n  in  
the" man-made m o u n ta in s  t h a t  a re  New Y o r k . . .K in g  Kong f in d s  h i s  d ram a tic  
e n d . H ere i s  a s t o r y  t h a t  has n e v e r  b een  t o ld  b e f o r e . . . a  s t o r y  to  
c h a l le n g e  a l l  who ad m it im a g in a t io n ."

The book  i s  an e x a c t  n o v e l i z a t io n  o f th e  o r i g i n a l  RKO s c re e n p la y  by 
Jam es C reelm an  and R uth  Berm an, o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  by G r o s s e t .  The 
f i l m ,  q u i t e  w e ll-k n o w n  f o r  good r e a s o n  as a s c ie n c e  
f a n t a s y  m a s te r p ie c e ,  was r e l e a s e d  2^ M arch 1933» 
F r id a y ,  a t  G raum an 's C h in ese  T h e a tre  in  H o lly ­
wood, and. h a s ’ s in c e  g a in e d  an 
t i n g u i s h e d  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  
f e c t s  by W i l l i s  O 'B r ie n  (who. 
i n  1 925 , h ad  made THE LOST 
WORLD), m a s te r  t e c h n ic i a n  
and an a m a te u r p a l e o n to l o ­
g i s t .

P r e h i s t o r i c  l i f e  
lo n g  f a s c i n a t e d  
th e  im a g in a t io n  
o f s c ie n c e  f i e - ’ 
t i o n  w r i t e r s .  
R o b e rt E . H ow ard’ 
Conan s t o r i e s  r e ­
f l e c t e d  a y e a rn ­
in g  f  o r  b y -g o n e  
days of s to n e - a g e  
man, o f w ild  
b e a s t s  i n  d a rk  
f o r e s t s ,  o f  a d -

has

i n d u b i t a b ly  d i s -  
e p e c i a l  e f -  
in



v e n tu r e ,  and th e  s w o rd -a n d - s o rc e ry  s e r i e s  of L. S p rague  de Camp a re  
o th e r  e s t im a b le  e x am p le s .

How ever, th e  g r e a t e s t  o f th e  p r e h i s t o r i c - a d v e n t u r e - s t f  n o v e ls  was 
th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  THE LOST WORLD, by S i r  A r th u r  Conan D oyle (pub­
l i s h e d  i n  1912 by H odder & S to u g h to n , w ith  m a g n if ic e n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ) .  
A tre m e n d o u s ly  e x c i t i n g  book , THE LOST WORLD i s  r i c h  w ith  some of 
s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n ' s  b e s t  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  —  P r o f e s s o r  C h a lle n g e r ,  
L ord  Jo h n  R o x to n , P r o f e s s o r  Sum m erlee, and Edward M alone, a re  v e ry  
l i k e l y  exam ples o f th e  more r e a l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r s  e v e r  to  have em anated  
from  a w r i t e r ' s  mind} The th e  p l o t  i s  m arked w ith  m oving p r o s e ,  good 
d e s c r i p t i o n s  ( a l th o u g h  th e  p a le o n to lo g y  o f th e  m ethod of w a lk in g  w ith  
th e  d in o s a u r s  i s  now o u t-d a te d }  C a rn iv o ro u s  d in o s a u r s ,  l i k e  th e  A l lo -  
s a u r ,  d id  n o t jump l i k e  k a n g a ro o s , a b e l i e f  p r e v a l e n t  i n  D o y le 's  t im e , 
b u t w a lk ed , th e  t a i l  a c t in g  as a  b a la n c e ) .  W ith o u t seem ing  to  su b m it 
m y se lf to  b a n a l i t i e s ,  I  w ould say  t h a t  THE LOST WORLD s o l i c i t s  w e l l -  
e a rn e d  Sense  o f W onder. And t h i s  s e n se  of w onder i s  no l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  
in  th e  1925 , F i r s t  N a t io n a l  p r o d u c t io n  o f D o y le 's  n o v e l  ( l a t e r  v iew ed 
a t  Sam M o sk o w itz 's  F i r s t  N a t io n a l  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  C o n v en tio n , i n  1 9 3 9 ), 
and th e  O’B r ie n  a n im a t io n , th o u g h  l i m i t e d  by t h a t  t i m e 's  f i lm in g  t e c h ­
n iq u e s ,  p r e s e n te d  th e  v ie w e r w ith  p a l e o n t o l o g i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  d in o s a u r s —  
even down to  th e  l a s t  d e t a i l  o f  g in k o  t r e e s — n e a r ly  f o r t y  a n im a ls  in  
a l l .  A m ost p iq u a n t  f i lm .

KING KONG, b o th  f i lm  and b o o k , has lo n g  d e s e rv e d  c r i t i c a l  r e c o g n i ­
t i o n  w ith  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n e e r s — n o t o n ly  b e c a u se  of i t s  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l ­
i t y ,  b u t  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  i n f lu e n c e  on e a r ly  fandom , and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
upon l a t e r  w r i t e r s  l i k e  Howard and de Camp, who, e n d e a v o re d , w i th  v a ry ­
in g  d e g re e s  of s u c c e s s ,  a t  c a p tu r in g  s i m i l a r  moods of a d v e n tu r e .  The 
p l o t  f o c a l i z e d  upon C a rl Denham, a q u a s i - s o l d i e r - o f - - f o r t u n e  who h a s  
u t i l i z e d  h i S ' t a l e n t s  to  p ro d u c e  m oving p i c t u r e s ,  and l e a d s  an  e x p e d i­
t i o n  t o  S k u l l  I s l a n d  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  le g e n d s  o f a ju n g le  god named "Kong"c The i s l a n d  t h e y ' d i s c o v e r  i s  i n h a b i t e d  by n a t i v e s  o f a o n c e -m ig h ty  c iv ­
i l i z a t i o n  who, i n  an e f f o r t  to  p r o t e c t  th e m se lv e s  from  th e  d in o s a u r s  
and , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  from  Kong, e r e c t e d  an enorm ous s to n e  w a l l .  F o llo w ­
in g  w e l l - w r i t t e n  s c e n e s  o f m e e tin g s  w ith  a s ty ra c O s a u r  (a  h o rn e d  d in o ­
s a u r ,  w ith  an enorm ous f r i l l  em blazoned  w ith  s m a l le r  h o r n s ) ,  th e  f l y i n g  
p te ra n o d o n , and th e  c g rn iv o ro u s  ty r a n n o s a u r ,  among o t h e r s ,  Denham and 
h i s  crew  b r in g  th e  f i f t y - f o o t  a n th ro p o id  back  to  New Y o rk .. .w h e re  i t  
i s  s h o r t  from  th e  to p  of th e  Em pire S ta te  B u i ld in g ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  e sc a p e d  
from  th e  t h e a t r e  i n  w hich  he h ad  b een  t r a i n e d .  And th e  f i lm  i s  in e x o r ­
a b ly  i n d e s c r i b a b l e .

I n  A p r i l  1 963 , f o l lo w in g  th e  d e a th  o f a n im a to r  O’B r ie n ,  Ray B rad b u ry  
w ro te :  " I  c a n n o t s e e  how i t  w ould be p o s s ib l e  f o r  anyone to  f o r g e t  THE 
LOST JORLD, once e n c o u n te re d .  T h is  f i lm ,  w ith  a few  o t h e r s ,  c o lo r e d  
and changed  my l i f e .  And th e  c o lo r a t i o n  and change w ere  co m p le ted  by 
my I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  KONG th ro u g h  th e  g e n iu s  of O 'B r i e n . . . !  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  
i t  t o  be th e  suprem e a c t i o n  m yth o f our d ay , a w o n d e rfu l b le n d  o f th e  
im p la u s ib le  made p l a u s i b l e  by p e o p le ,  e s p e c i a l l y  O 'B r ie n , who o b v io u s ly  
c a re d  f o r  w hat th e y  w ere d o in g . T h e ir  lo v e  f o r  h ig h  rom ance, g ra n d  ad­
v e n tu r e ,  e n a b le d  them  to  make an im m o rta l f i lm ."

A m a s te r p ie c e  of s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  KONG s h o u ld  occupy each  f a n 's  
s h e l f  f o r  a l l - t i m e  c l a s s i c s . . .  s e n se  of w onder, p r e h i s t o r i c  d in o s a u r s ,  
have th e  p r o p e n s i ty  to  r e ju v e n a t e  n o s t a l g i a ,  b o th  of o u r c h i ld h o o d s ,a n d  
o f th e  h e ig h t  of th e  a d v e n tu re  w r i t e r s .

" I  d id n ’ t  go i n t o  f o l k  m usic  t o  make any money, b u t  b e c a u se  i t  was e a s y ."  
. . . .B o b  D ylan  (And i t  was e a sy  b ecau se  m i l l io n s  of f o lk n ik s  have no 
t a s t e .  Bob C o u lso n )



ON THE VAN WHERE I VOGT
......................  alex e/senste/n

I have often walked
Down this street before;
Street of supermen and lunar Nazi fleet before;

/It's gotta rhyme, don't it?/
I don't care if I---
Overburden psi---
That's dianetics...on the street... where I write!

People stop and stare---
They don't bother me;
'Cause I knew they're staring at my tendrils hanging free;
I don1t care if I---
Do not comb them high---
In the style...of the slans...on my street!
/Now someone has to write the chorus./
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article b y ----- -—
B ILL  BOWERS

I  fin d , m y se lf  f a c e d  w ith  a m ost p l e a s a n t  d ilem m a. I t  i s  th e  tim e  of 
y e a r  to  b e g in  c o n s id e r in g  th e  Hugo aw ard s , w hich— d e s p i t e  t h e i r  f a u l t s — 
a re  th e  way we h o n o r w hat we c o n s id e r  th e  b e s t  i n  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n .  Many 
tim e s  in  th e  p a s t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  th e  c h o ic e  h as had  to  be made b e tw een  
two s e c o n d - r a te  e n t r i e s .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  has e x i s t e d  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  
b u t  se e m in g ly  f a l l s  m ost f r e q u e n t ly  to  th e  n o v e ls .  I n  su ch  in s t a n c e s  a 
v a r i e t y  o f c ir c u m s ta n c e s  have d i c t a t e d  th e  w in n e r , n o t th e  l e a s t  among 
them  b e in g  th e  a u t h o r 's  "nam e". . . .

In  th e  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  Y ear of 1965 how ever, I  f i n d  a d i f f e r e n t  p ro b ­
lem . I  have fo u n d  n o t one, b u t two n o v e ls  w hich  to  me e x e m p lify  th e  b e s t  
q u a l i t i e s  i n  m odern s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n .  To someone who w ould  q u e s t io n  my 
a d d ic t i o n  t o  th e  f i e l d ;  to  one who w ould a sk  me w here to  s t a r t  i n  f a n t a s ­
t i c  l i t e r a t u r e ;  o r  to  anyone who w ould e n jo y  a ro u s in g -g o o d  s t o r y - - t o  a l l  
o f th e s e  I -w o u ld  n o t h e s i t a t e  to  i n s i s t  t h a t  th e y  r e a d  e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  s t o r i e s .  P r e f e r a b l y ,  of c o u rs e ,  b o th .

I  have fo u n d  t h a t  a few  of my d e e p ly - r o o te d  c o n v ic t io n s  a re  sh a k e n .
I  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " h a r d - c o r e "  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  had  re a c h e d  i t s  peak  s e v e r a l  
y e a rs  ago i n  H al C le m e n t 's  MISSION OF GRAVITY. J u s t  as firms was my con­
v i c t i o n  t h a t  th e  u l t im a t e  in  s c ie n c e  f a n ta s y  had  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  i n  Ja c k  
V ance’ s THE DYING EARTH, some f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago .

T here  i s  now a new c a n d id a te  s e r i o u s l y  c o n te n d in g  f o r  each  o f th e s e  
h o n o ra b le  t i t l e s .  B oth  d e s e rv e  th e  h ig h e s t  aw ard we can  b esto w  on them . 
My p l e a s a n t  b u t c o n fu s in g  p ro b le m ? ;11 Which do I  v o te  f o r  when Hugo tim e  
comes 'ro u n d ? "

* •» ■»
R oger Z e laz n y  h a s  b een  w r i t i n g  h i s  b ra n d  of s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  f o r ,  a t  

th e  m o st, f o u r  y e a r s ;  F ra n k  H e rb e r t  h a s  b een  a ro u n d  th e  f i e l d  f o r  a some­
w hat l o n g e r  p e r i o d .  But up u n t i l  a few  m onths ago , I  w ould w ager t h a t  
n e i t h e r  w ould have shown up on v e ry  many l i s t s  o f th e  Top Ten S c ie n c e  
F i c t i o n  W r i t e r s .  B ut now?

T h at H e rb e r t  h a s  p u t  a v a s t  amount o f m e tic u lo u s  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  th e  
w r i t i n g  of DUNE ( C h i l to n )  i s  o b v io u s  to  th e  m ost s u p e r f i c i a l  o f r e a d e r s .  
I t  i s  as p l a i n l y  e v id e n t  th a t . . .A N D  CALL ME CONRAD (F&SF, Oct/Nov 65) 
show cases Z e la z n y 's  deep  know ledge o f m y tho logy  and T h in g s  S t r a n g e .

B ut t h e r e  i s  more th a n  m ere b ack g ro u n d  and c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h a t  
makes th e s e  two w hat th e y  a r e :  l a s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  and e f f e c t i v e  s c ie n c e  
f i c t i o n .  T h ere  i s — how can I  d e s c r ib e  i t ? — a S en se  o f H is to r y  t h a t  
l i v e s  w i th in  t h e s e  s t o r i e s .  I t  i s  so m e th in g  t h a t  can on ly  be a c h ie v e d  
when c o m p le te  u n i t y  e x i s t s  b e tw een  s to r y  and a u th o r - a n d — i d e a l l y — r e a d e r .

T hese  s t o r i e s  h ap p en ed  to  me. They a re /w e re  r e a l  b e c a u s e ,  as I  r e a d  
them , I  l i v e d  them . . . .T h e  u l t im a t e  s u s p e n s io n  of d i s b e l i e f  . I t  i s  a 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  i s  a t  once f r i g h t e n i n g ,  and  y e t  i t  i s  su p re m e ly  e x h i l a r a t i n g .

T here  i s  a " sam en ess"  in  th e  e f f e c t  b o th  a u th o r s  have on me. Y et t h i s  
i s  ’c au se d  by two books w h ich  a re  o u tw a rd ly  a t  o p p o s i te  ends o f th e  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  sp e c tru m . I  f i n d  i t  s t r a n g e ,  y e t  t r u e ,  to  p o in t  to  DUNE and th e n



t c  ogoAM) CALL ML CONRAD and sa y : " I  s e e  t h a t  th e y  a re  d i f f e r e n t ,, ye t 
to  me th e y  a re  th e  sam eJ 11 B e fo re  I  become h o p e le s s ly  in v o lv e d  in  s e ­
m a n t ic s ,  i t  miight be w ise  to  adm it t h a t  d e s p i t e  s u s p ic io n s ,  I  do not 
y e t  know th e  c au se  f o r  t h i s  f l u s t r a t i n g  e f f e c t .  T h is  much i s  c e r t a in  
h o w ev er: b o th  s t o r i e s  demand r e r e a d in g ,  and n o t o n ly  to  s o lv e  my puzzle., 
p u z z l e .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e s e  two n o v e ls  have th e  one q u a l i t y  n e c e ssa ry  
to  make a work o f l i t e r a t u r e  e n d u re . And t h a t  i s  t h a t  th e y  have the  
d e p th  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e v e a l  so m eth in g  c o m p le te ly  new and t o t a l l y  im por­
t a n t  t o  th e  r e a d e r  w ith  e ac h  r e c u r r i n g  jo u rn e y  thEOUgh t h e i r  p a g e s .

•st- *  «  .

In  one way ( o th e r  th a n  th e  w e ig h t of s h e e r  -wordage) H e r b e r t ’s s to r y  
to w e rs  o v e r  t h a t  o f Z e la z n y . .

C onrad i s  a man, a f r e a k  i f  you w i l l ,  who i s — f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and 
p u r p o r s e s — se e m in g ly  im m o rta l. A f r e a k  i n  h i s  own way, P a u l A tre id e s  
i s  p ro b a b ly  a m o r ta l  b e in g .  L o g ic a l l y ,  th e  s t o r y  o f a m o r ta l  would 
p a le  by c o m p a riso n  w ith  t h a t  o f an im m o rta l . B ut h e re  th e  t h i n  d iv id ­
in g  l i n e  e n t e r s  i n  and p ro v id e s  th e  s u b t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  w h ic h 'p e rm its  
one s t o r y  t o  s ta n d  above th e  o th e r s

os.AND CALL ME CONRAD i s  a b r e a t h t a k i n g ly  b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y .  Z e laz ­
n y ’ s p o e t i c  d e s c r i p t i v e  pow ers a re  u n s u rp a s s e d .  But in  th e  f i n a l  an­
a l y s i s ,  i t  i s  n o t a n o v e l .  I t  i s  an i n c i d e n t — a few  weeks in  th e  l i f e  
o f  a c h a r a c t e r  u n iq u e  in  l i t e r a t u r e .  B e in g  an i n c id e n t  i t  does n o t 
q u a l i f y  as a n o v e l b e c a u s e — we a re  t o l d — t h i s  i s  w hat a s h o r t  s to r y
i s .  I  c a n n o t c o n c e iv e  of CONRAD as a padded  s h o r t  s t o r y ,  however;. 
P e rh a p s  t h i s  i s  a c a se  w here th e  e lu s iv e  t i t l e  of th e  s h o r t  .nove l gomes 
to  b e a r .  By w h a te v e r  l a b e l  we f i l e  i t ,  th o u g h , I  f i n d  i t  su p e rb  en te r--! 
ta .in m e n t ,

DUNE i s  a n o v e l ,  a trem endous one, by w h a te v e r  c r i t e r i a  you judge- 
I t s  sco p e  i s  v a s t ,  even  though  in  tim e  i t  c o v e rs  b u t  a few y e a r s .  In  
many ways i t  rem in d s me of A sim ov’ s F o u n d a tio n  s e r i e s ,  and y e t  t h a t  
t r i l o g y  encom passed  e r a s .  W hereas Conrad d o m in a te s  h i s  E a r th .  A rra k is  
(D une) d o m in a te s  t h i s  book and— in c lu d in g  P a u l A t r e id e s — ev ery o n e  in
i t .  C onrad  was th e  end p ro d u c t  o f a r a c e ,  and as su ch  p o u ld  have ap­
p e a r e d  an y w h ere . But o n ly  one w o rld , Dune, c o u ld  have p ro d u ce d  such 
as Maud1 D ib ,

...A N D  CALL ME CONRAD i s  th e  sa g a  o f a man and h i s  w o rld . DUNE i s  
th e  s t o r y  of a w o rld  and i t s  c h i l d r e n .  I n e v i t a b l y ,  th e  s t o r y  o f a 
w o r ld  d o m in a te s  t h a t  of a s in g le  man, no m a t te r  how g r e a t  he i s .

*«-

A lm ost c e r t a i n l y ,  i n  th e  end, DUNE w i l l  en d u re  p o p u la r ly  o v e r CON­
RAD, I t  w i l l  do t h i s  i n  th e  same way ON THE BEACH en d u re s  p o p u la r ly  
o v e r  EARTH ABIDES (a l th o u g h  th e  a n a lo g y  h e re  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t f a i r  to  
DUNE). T h is  i s  b e c a u se  r e a l i t y - i n c l u d i n g  im a g in ed  r e a l i t y - —alw ays wins 
o u t o v e r f a n t a s y .  So v e ry  few  can com prehend th e  f a n t a s t i c .

And t h e r e i n  l i e s  my dilem m a,
I f  aw ake, I ’ l l  v o te  f o r  DUNE. When d rea m in g , I ’d c a s t  i t  f o r  . . .  

AND CALL ME CONRAD.
Who Knows— l e a s t  o f a l l  I — w hich s t a t e  w i l l  e x i s t  when th e  Hugo 

b a l l o t s  a r r i v e ?

" . . . m a i l  f o r  M entone, I n d . ,  f i r s t  h i t s  a s e c t i o n a l  c e n te r  a t  Roches­
t e r ,  I n d . ,  a dozen m ile s  so u th w e s t o f M entone. I t  t r a v e l s  190 m ile s  
in  f o u r  d i r e c t i o n s  b e f o r e  c o v e r in g  th e  dozen m ile s  and o f te n  ta k e s  
f o u r  d a y s . I t  goes to  Kokomo, 50 m ile s  s o u th ;  th e n  to  S o u th  Bend, 10 
m ile s  n o r th ,  p a s s in g  M entone; th e n  60 m ile s  s o u th e a s t  to  ’’a rsa w ,fre m  
w here i t  go es to  M entone. ...............Milw auk.ee J o u rn a l
(And you t h in k  you have  t r o u b le s  w ith  m a il  d e l i v e r y ..........................  )



GOLDEN 7y\] mut es
SPACE MERCENARIES, by A. B e rtram  C h an d le r/T h e  Caves o f M ars, by E m il 
P e t a j a  (A ce, M-5/) Spa ce M e rc e n a r ie s  i s  a s e q u e l  to  C h a n d le r -s  r e c e n t  
Em press of O u te r  S p a c e , a l s o  p u b l is h e d  by A ce. U n lik e  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  
i t  i s n 1 t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  hum orous, b e in g  a f a i r l y  l i g h t - h e a r t e d  s p a c e ­
a d v e n tu re  s t o r y .  I  m ust sa y  t h a t  th e  ex -e m p re ss  I r e n e  i s  one of th e  
m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  fe m in in e  c h a r a c t e r s  I ’ ve ru n  a c r o s s  i n  s t f ;  one of th e  
few  who i s  c a p a b le  o f d o in g  a n y th in g  b e s id e s  lo o k in g  sex y  and g e t t i n g  
c a p tu re d  by th e  v i l l a i n s ,  ( i n  f a c t ,  God h e lp  any v i l l a i n s  who c a p tu r e  
th e  e x -e m p re ss  I r e n e ! )  Good f o r  an e n jo y a b le  a f t e r n o o n ,  and w o rth  th e  
p r i c e  o f th e  b o o k , w hich  i s  a good t h in g .  I  assume t h a t  P e t a j a  d e d ic a te s  
h i s  books to  W ollheim  b e c a u se  nobody e l s e  w i l l  p u b l i s h  them . Even f o r  
a re v ie w  I  c o u ld n ’ t  f i n i s h  t h i s  lo a d  of t r i p e .  The Caves Of Mars i s  d u l l ,  
c h o o p ily  w r i t t e n ,  c o n ta in s  in a d e q u a te  b ack g ro u n d  in f o r m a t io n ,  a n d  d e s p i te  
t h i s  d e f e c t  i s  e a s i l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  He h as a h e ro in e  named C and l, who 
a c t s  j u s t  a s  y o u ’d e x p e c t  a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  s c i e n t i s t  t o  a c t  in  a g rad e  
B m ovie.
THE KING IN YELLOW, by R o b e rt W. Chambers (A ce, ^ 5 ^ ) T h is  r e p r i n t  seems 
to  have been  ta k e n  from  th e  o r i g i n a l  1395 e d i t i o n ,  and  th u s  i s  c o m p le te . 
(Some of th e  l a t e r  h a rd c o v e r  e d i t i o n s  o m it te d  " In  The C o u rt Of The D rag­
o n " , a f a c t  w hich  e n a b le d  me to  g e t  a f r e e  copy o f MAGAZINE OF HORROR 
a few m onths a g o .)  A cco rd in g  to  th e  b lu r b ,  th e  c o v e r  p a i n t i n g  i s  b a sed  
on th e  c o v e r  o f th e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n .  A p p a re n tly  my 1B99 C h a tto  & H indus 
e d i t i o n  u se d  th e  same c o v e r ;  th e  re sem b lan c e  b e tw een  i t  and th e  Ace cov­
e r  i s  s t r i k i n g .  The f i r s t  5 s t o r i e s  i n  th e  book a re  f a n t a s i e s ;  i n  q u a l ­
i t y  th e y  ra n g e  from  "The M ask", w hich I  f e e l  w ould be c o n s id e re d  e x c e l ­
l e n t  i f  i t  was p u b l is h e d  to d ay  as a b ra n d  new s t o r y ,  to  th e  o f t - r e p r i n t e d  
" I n  The C ourt Of The D rag o n " , w hich gave me an e x tre m e ly  low o p in io n  o f 
Chambers when I  f i r s t  r e a d  i t  y e a rs  ago . T h ere  a re  S v i g n e t t e s  p u b l is h e d  
in  5 P ages u n d e r  th e  g e n e ra l h e a d in g  "The P r o p h e t s ' P a r a d i s e " ,  fo l lo w e d  by 

n o n - f a n ta s y  s t o r i e s  a b o u t a r t  s tu d e n ts  in  P a r i s .  D ev o tees o f Ambrose 
B ie rc e  m igh t be i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  re se m b la n c e  t o  h i s  war s t o r i e s  i n  "The 
S t r e e t  Of The F i r s t  S h e l l " ,  w hich  p resu m ab ly  i s  s e t  d u r in g  th e  F ra n c o -  
P r u s s i a n  b a r  o f 1S70. F o u r o f th e  f i v e  f a n t a s i e s  a re  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  
c o n c e rn e d  w ith  an e v i l  p la y b o o k  c a l l e d  "The K ing In  Y e llo w ", w hich  has 
th e  pow er to  c lo u d  m en 's  m in d s . "The M ask", and "The R e p a i r e r  o f  R ep u ta ­
t io n s "  c o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  p r i m i t i v e  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  i f  y o u 'r e  t h a t  i n ­
t e r e s t e d  in  d i v id i n g  s - f  from  f a n t a s y .  I f  you h a v e n 't  a l r e a d y  r e a d  th e  
f a n t a s i e s  i n  MAGAZINE OF HORROR, t h i s  book i s  w e l l  w o rth  g e t t i n g ;  d e s p i te  
one c lu n k e r ,  Chambers was a f a r - b e t t e r  f a n t a s y  w r i t e r  th a n  m ost o f th e  
p re -C a m p b e ll crow d. F o r  t h a t  m a t te r ,  th e  v i g n e t t e s  and n o n - f a n ta s y  s t o r i e s  
a re  w o rth  ^ 5 ^ , so  th e  book i s  a b a r g a in  anyway.
THE MAKER OF UNIVERSES, by P h i l i p  Jo s e  F arm er (A ce, W )  T h is  seem s to  
be F a r m e r 's  v e r s io n  o f B ig  P l a n e t , w i th  a b r i e f  to u c h  o f  L a t t n e r  th row n 
in  a t  th e  b e g in n in g .  Our h e ro  i s  th row n i n t o  a s t r a n g e  u n iv e r s e  (a n d  a 
s t r a n g e r  p l a n e t  — w hich  i s  i n  f a c t  n o t o n ly  s t r a n g e  b u t  im p o s s ib le )  and 
co m p e lled  to  jo u rn e y  a c r o s s  v a s t  la n d s  i n h a b i t e d  by v a r io u s  p e o p le s .  
Farm er h a n d le s  th e  v a r l e n t  s o c i e t i e s  f a i r l y  w e l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  a re  t im e s  
when th in g s  a r e  so b e c a u se  th e  a u th o r  sa y s  so and n o t  b e c a u se  t h e r e  i s  
any l o g i c a l  r e a s o n  f o r  them . And th a t  p l a n e t  n o t o n ly  f a i l e d  u t t e r l y  to  
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su sp en d  my d i s b e l i e f ,  b u t  was t o t a l l y  u n n e c e s s a ry  to  th e  p l o t .  And w hile  
th e  e x p la n a t io n  was l o g i c a l  and had  been  t ip p e d  o f f  a c o u p le  o f c h a p te rs  
e a r l i e r ,  i t  w a s n 't  a l t o g e t h e r  s a t i s f y i n g .  I t ’ s an e n t e r t a i n i n g  book, b u t i t  c o u ld  have b een  b e t t e r .
NIGHT OF MASKS, by A ndre N orton  (Ace, ^0$^) By t h i s  t im e , ev e ry  fa n  e i t h e r  
l i k e s  o r  d i s l i k e s  N o rto n ; a l l  a re v ie w e r  needs to  do i s  m en tio n  t h a t  a new book i s  o u t .  (N ot to  m en tio n  t h a t  R ic h ie  Benyo re v ie w e d  t h i s  same 
book  b ack  i n  YANDRO #141, when i t  a p p e a re d  in  h a r d c o v e r . )  I t ' s  t y p ic a l  N o rto n ; u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d  h e ro  must th w a r t  v i l l a i n s  on a p l a n e t  w ith  unus­
u a l  f l o r a  and f a u n a .  As u s u a l ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  w e l l  done (an d  f o r  once th e r e  i s  a c h i l d  in  a m a jo r r o l e  who i s  n e i t h e r  an a d u lt -m in d e d  s u p e r c h i ld  n o r a s n o t ty - n o s e d  b r a t .  M iss N o rto n  seems to  be one of th e  few  s t f  w r i t e r s  c a p a b le  o f d e p i c t i n g  r e a l  c h i l d r e n . ) The p l o t  i s  s t r e t c h e d  a .b i t  t h i n  in  s p o t s ,  but- i t  m anages to  h o ld  t o g e t h e r .  E n t e r t a i n in g ,  i f  n o t g r e a t  l i t ­e r a t u r e .
THE LAST PLANET, by Andre N orton  (A ce, 4 o / )  Ace o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l is h e d  t h i s  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ag o ; i t  was t h e i r  15 th  s t f  r e l e a s e .  I t ' s  one of N o r to n 's  b e t t e r  b o o k s , s t i l l .  And th o s e  r e a d e r s  who o b je c t  to  h e r  u s u a l  ru n  o f 
young , in n o c e n t  h e ro e s  may ta k e  more k in d ly  to  K a r t r ,  e x p lo r e r  s e rg e a n t  in  th e  S t e l l a r  P a t r o l  o f a d y in g  em p ire . The s t o r y  i s  much c l o s e r  in  p lo t  
to  th e  t y p i c a l  s t f  a d v e n tu re  s t o r y ,  w ith  n o r to n - ty p e  b ack g ro u n d  in fo rm a­t i o n  ad d ed . T h is  one i s  h ig h ly  recom mended.
THE MAN FROM U .N .C .L .E . #3: The Copenhagen A f f a i r ,  by Jo h n  Oram (A ce, 50^) T h is  i s  th e  b e s t  UNCLE book to  d a te ;  w ith  e v e ry  book Ace g e ts  c lo s e r  to  th e  e s s e n c e  o f th e  show, and w ith  a n o th e r  change of a u th o rs  o r  so th ey  
m ig h t make i t .  The humor i s n ' t  up to  th e  l e v e l  o f th e  show, b u t th en  t r a n s l a t i n g  th e  m ugging o f Vaughn and McCallum to  p r i n t  i s  a n e a r- im p o s­
s i b l e  t a s k  anyw ay. W ith a l i t t l e  im a g in a t io n ,  th e  r e a d e r  c o u ld  be co n v in ­ced  t h a t  t h i s  i s  one o f th e  a c tu a l  shows — one of th e  p o o re r  o n e s , to  be 
s u r e ,  b u t  s t i l l  a u t h e n t i c .  (B ruce  th in k s  a l l  th e  UNCLE books a r e  t h r i l l ­in g ,  b u t  I  d o n 't  t h in k  we have  to o  many S - y e a r - o ld s  in  th e  a u d ie n c e . )
THE ADDAMS FAMILY STRIKES BACK, by W. F . M iksh  (P y ra m id , 50^) T h is ,  on 
th e  o t h e r  h a n d , g iv e s  e x a c t l y th e  a i r  of th e  tv  show; co rn y  jo k e s  and 
a l l .  I t ' s  h a r d ly  g d u l t  hum or, b u t th e  w r i t i n g  i s  f a r  b e t t e r  th a n  I  ex­
p e c te d  when I  g o t i t ,  and I  m ust c o n fe s s  t h a t  I  e n jo y e d  ev e ry  b i t  o f i t ,  from  Grandmama’ s s e n s a t i o n a l  p e rfo rm an c e  as a w i tc h  in  "M acbeth" th ro u g h  
Gomez' d e s c r i p t i o n  o f B e n e d ic t  A rno ld  as "a p o o r , o ld ,  p o l i t i c a l l y -  u n fe n lig h te n e d  s o l d i e r "  to  th e  s c h o o l b o a rd  cam paign  — "Our S ch o o l Board Needs New B lo o d " . I f  you l i k e  lo w -g rad e  humor (an d  i f  you d o n 't ,  why a re  you r e a d in g  f a n z i n e s ? )  t r y  a co py .
ICEBOUND SUMMER, by S a l ly  C a r r ig h a r  (P y ra m id , 75^) I  su pp o se  t h i s  c o u ld  be 
t e c h n i c a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  as s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  b e in g  f i c t i o n a l i z e d  n a tu r a l  h i s t o r y .  H ow ever, d e s p i t e  a l l  th e  b lu r b s  a b o u t w hat g r e a t  d e s c r i p t i o n  of A la sk an  w i l d l i f e  th e  book c o n ta in s ,  I  d i d n ' t  much a p p r e c i a te  i t .  The a n i ­m als a r e  hum anized  to o  much ( e x c e p t  p o s s ib ly  f o r  th e  lemming c h a p te r . )  I t ' s  to o  n e a r  to  F e l i x  S a l t e n  f o r  a d u l t  r e a d in g ,  and d o e s n 't  seem q u i te  t h r i l l i n g  enough  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  P o s s ib ly  f o r  someone i n  h i s  o r h e r  e a r ly  t e e n s ,  o r  a s l i g h t l y  r e ta rd e d , a d u l t .
CARIBBEAN TREASURE, by Iv a n  T. S an d e rso n  (P y ram id , 75^) T h is , on th e  o th e r  hand  ( I  have 4 h a n d s)  i s  a book t h a t  J u a n i t a  and I  to o k  tu r n s  re a d in g  a t  
one a n o th e r .  The a c c o u n ts  of a n im a l - c o l l e c t in g  i n  T r in id a d ,  H a i t i ,  and Sur­inam a r e  w i t t y ,  I n f o r m a t iv e ,  ch arm in g , and th e  s o r t  o f r e a d in g  t h a t  sim ply  
demands b e in g  r e a d  to  an e q u a l ly  a p p r e c i a t i v e  a u d ie n c e . I f  you ha ve th e  s l i g h t e s t  r e g a r d  f o r  a n im a ls  o r humor1, by a l l  means buy a copy. p
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L. Sprague de Camp, 27^ Hothorpe Lane, Villanova, Pa.. 109^5

Somebody recently sent me a copy of Yandro, XIII, 4. I was inter­
ested in Dick Lupoff's piece on pp. 22f, among other reasons because 
the questions Dick raises were answered - I think pretty definitely - on pp. 4g 5f of INVENTIONS, PATENTS, & THEIR MANAGEMENT, by Alf K. 
Berle & L. Sprague de Camp, Princeton: Van Nostrand, 1959, being a 
rewrite of a textbook by Berle & me originally published in 1937. In fact, we discuss what remedies the Burroughs interests would have' against a man who published a new novel called TARZAN THE EGREGIOUS, by "Edward Rich Burrows." (Not an advt., but of course if anybody is curious to the tune of $12.50...) Kaor.
Derek Nelson, 1S Granard Blyd, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 

You mentioned Pratt's ELEVEN GENERALS. If you ever hear of another copy let me know. And speaking of US military leaders in the Revolu­
tion I remember a book I once read that gave the honours for best US general to Benedict Arnold, who switched sides to the British, and the 
best British general as Sir Guy Carleton, who went home before the war properly started! It shows the leadership calibre, I must admit.

/Jim Goodrish was on the trail of one for me. Since I 
spent at least 10 years looking for a copy before I finally got one, I don't expect to locate another 6ne_ 
very soon. RSC/

Joe Sarno, -̂037 N. Kedvale Ave., Chicago, Illinois, 606U1
Channel 11, Chicago's educational network, recently had an hour and a half of solid commercials. The thing that bugged me, though, was that they talked about awarding a "Hugo" to the best commercial. Some­

body look into this —  I swear he said "Hugo" (l only caught the last 
ten minutes of the show —  and I'm sorry T'm not able to report more).

Doc Savage is still going strong with Bantam; I wonder when someone will put Captain Future in pocketbooks.
Now that it's too late I would like to amend my letter to read: "...have hand-cover editions 

(period)...)
Long, and long ago; when I was just a fledg­

ling to the in-happenings of fandom, Earl Kemp 
took me along with the Chi-group to Hamling's 
house to meet the then un-monstrous Ackerman, freshly back from a world-con in Great Britain, 
ol' Forry had many things with him of interest ...but of especial interest was a series of around 200 slides prepared by LosAngelus fans 
for a movie version of Tolkien's trilogy. These slides were split between excellent photos of scenic background shots which suggested the mood 
of the novel...and slides of varipus happenings 
in the book, carefully drawn (Geo Barr, maybe —  
or Krenkle) and extremely delicate... and just a
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faint, faint memory...
/If they do ever reissue Cap Future in 
pbs, I'll be a prime customer —  it’ll 
save my battered pulp collection. My collection of Cap Futures is in sorrier 
shape than Buck's set of Unknowns. JWC/

Bob Briney,’ 176 E. Stadium Ave., West Lafayette, Indiana, 4-7906
; I won't blame you if you dd.n' t 'believe this (l- wouldn't have believed it myself if I hadn't 
seen it), but: there exists a new science fiction movie called SANTA CLAUS CONQUERS THE MARTIANS. I saw the preview for it a week or so ago at one of the local theaters. I almost regurgitated my popcorn.There is also a movie called THE MONSTERS 'CRASH THE PYJAMA PARTY, which played locally for a day or two ("with Live Monsters in the audience!").

And pretty soon we get DR. GOLDFOOT AND THE BIKINI MACHINE, with Vincent Price (presumably play Goldfoot).
Most of the pastiches of Fleming are not very funny unless you've read several of the original books. However, you might get.a few laughs out of Sol Weinstein's LOXFINGER (a Thrilling Adventure of Hebrew Secret Agent Oy-Oy-7, Israel Bond), just published by Pocket Books. (It originally appeared in Playboy.)■ Banks Mebane's article in Y152 was enjoyable, though I disagree with some of his judgments. I find Dorothy Sayers1 books unreadable, to the same degree and for the same reasons that I find S.S. Van Dine's "Philo Vance" books unreadable. And I.know several people (myself ..included) who anticipated the solution of Agatha Christie's MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD before it was revealed. A somewhat similar . gambit (which I didn't guess in advance) was given its definitive treatment by someone named Wilson Wucker, in THE CHINESE DOLL. I have had many hours of enjovment from the books of- 'Agatha Christie, Ngaio (pronounced "nigh-oh") Marsh, Josephine Tey, Margery 'Allingham, etc. The books of Tey and Allingham I can read over and over again, for' their qualities as novels offset the disadvantage of knowing ''whodunit". Another "deadly lady" whom Mebane neglects to mention is Charity Blackstock, who has done some really fine books, such as ALL MEN ARE MURDERERS, THE WOMAN IN THE WOODS (known in England as MISS FENNY), and others.

“ Incidentally, Margery Allingham's latest "Albe'rt Campion" novel is at least borderline sf or fantasy: it involves ESP.The U.S. has its share of "deadly ladies",, but few of them of stature comparable to that of their British counterparts. However, I find the books of "Leslie Ford" and Elizabeth Linington ("Dell Shannon," "Leslie.Egan," "Anne Blaisdell") consistently enjoyable.In a recent batch of stamps and stuff which I bought, I found an aerogramme sent from Jamaica to England, from someone names J.M. Nethersole to a correspondent named S.D. Barfoot.
D onald-A. Wollhelm, 66117 Clyde Street, Rego Park, N.Y. , 1137^The nibst astonishing feature about-this Tolkien controversy is the‘curious nature of the actual protests emanating from the British parties most concerned. In quotes reported from Tolkien himself, his complaint never mentions money, but is always made on the basis of



courtesy. It is not that he stands to lose rpyaltles, but that he 
was offended by our failure to tell him in advance of our intentions. 
No reference to money. And the Unwins (there are two of them who 
have written letters to U.S. newspapers)'started with the same tack: 
Ace did not give the author or his British publishers the courtesy 
of notifying them in advance.

This apparently is a British upper class gimmick. It would be 
crude and rude to mention vulgar cash— you aim your published protest 
on the basis of what boors these Americans were, .they lacked the breed­
ing to write a polite letter telling them what they were going to do.

Of course, behind this scream of discourtesy lies the fact that had 
we told Tolkien In advance, they could have acted to rush out an edi­tion of their own (presumably through Ballantine) a lot earlier and 
quite probably have beaten us to the draw with the second and third volumes (since we did not start production of those until a month after 
our first was on sale). This is where the canker gnaws.

Add to that the report that Tolkien, in a BBC interview early in 
August, said that he would not accept an honorarium or royalties from Ace \and how could he honorably have done so after having .put his name 
to that statement on the BB editions?), then cunning old Unwin and his 
son write letters a couple months later "complaining" that regardless 
of what Ace had said of our desires, not a farthing had actually been 
received. But they took good care not to write a word or a request 
for same directly to Ace. Having made sure that any offer or check would be haughtily turned down by the duped author, they then sought 
to bludgeon us publicly for not opening ourselves to their insults.

I must give these British aristocrats credit— they know how to make 
themselves look like poor pitiful martyrs. It would all be very sad 
if I had not had a brief discussion with a certain well-known British 
writer while in London. He told me that when Tolkien submitted THE LORD OF THE RINGS to Allen & ‘Unwin, they refused to publish It unless 
the author put up his own money to underwrite the publishing costs. 
In short, they had no faith in the work and they .turned themselves 
into what the U.S. publishing trade regards as the lowest type of 
publishing, a vanity house. This contempt for Tolkien may well have 
been carried into the question of the American edition and probably 
accounts for the original indifference to protecting his rights over 
here.

I can honestly say that I am genuinely sorry for Tolkien. He is 
obviously a wonderful talent tucked away in an academic Ivory Tower. 
What he needed for contact with the commercial world was a tough 
American-type literary agent. What he got was the impeccably well- mannered modern equivalent of the old empire-builders, who could 
plunder a kingdom barren while making the dazzled natives think they 
were being done a favor.
John R. Isaac, 1636 Ferry St., Waukegan, Illinois, 6OOS5

Buck, you are absolutely right on who it is that’s buying Cummings’ books. It’s kids too young to have taste. For instance, my six-year- 
old son wanted to buy me a science fiction book for my birthday. So 
what does he select? He picks out THE EXILE OF TIME, because the cover 
reminds him of some monster or lost-in-space movie he has seen.

What’s this that children won’t or can’t read WIND IN THE WILLOWS? 
I read it back’ when I was in third grade, if I remember correctly. And I liked it. The book was part of the third-grade class library, 
and it seems -to me others read and enjoyed it.

Now on the other hand, along about that same thlrd-to-fourth grade
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tim e  I  t r i e d  to  r e a d  TREASURE ISLAND. I  was to o  young . I  d i s l i k e d  
th e  book i n t e n s e l y .  As a r e s u l t  th e  book was s p o i l e d  f o r  me. I t  was 
many y e a r s -  u n t i l  i n t o  my h ig h  s c h o o l y e a r s ,  b e f o r e  my l o a t h i n g  f o r  
th e  s t o r y  f a d e d  away and I  c o u ld  f i n a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  th e  book .

Y our o v e r a l l  p o i n t ,  how ever, i s  w e l l  t a k e n .  Much of w hat th e  gen­
e r a l  p u b l i c  t h in k s  of as c h i l d r e n 's  f i c t i o n  s h o u ld  be more s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  th o u g h t  of as f i c t i o n  f o r  6 to  9 y e a r  o ld s ,  12 to  15 y e a r  o ld s ,  

■ e tc .  Many p u b l i s h e r s ,  of c o u rs e , do so d e s ig n a te  t h e i r  books in  
t h e i r  c a t a l o g s  and o th e r  l i t e r a t l o n .  How a c c u r a te  t h i s  d e s ig n a tio n , 
r e a l l y  i s  re m a in s  v e ry  much a moot p o i n t .  And th e  p rob lem  i s  com p ll- 
c a te d - b y  t h e  w ide v a r i a t i o n s  among c h i l d r e n .

I t  seem s to  me I  r e c a l l  s e e in g  in  a f a n z in e  a few y e a r s  ago th a t  
Don W ollheim  had  s a i d  t h a t  th e  r e a s o n  Ace w a a n 't  p u b l i s h in g  T o lk ie n , 
■even th o u g h  he would, l i k e  t o ,  was t h a t  T o lk ie n  w o u ld n 't  s e l l  w e ll  
enough to  make i t  e c o n o m ic a lly  f e a s i b l e .

/ I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t ly  when I  f i r s t  r e a d  TREASURE 
ISLAND, b u t i t  m ust have b een  a t  a b o u t age 10 o r  11 ,

L' and I  lo v e d  i t . ’ Depends on th e  c h i l d ,  o f c o u rse  —  
b u t  th e  more r e c e n t  l i b r a r y  su rv e y s  have shown a 
c o n s id e r a b le  d is c re p a n c y  b e tw een  w hat a d u l t s  th in k  
o f a s  " c h i l d r e n 's  c l a s s i c s "  and what th e  c h i ld r e n  
like. , RS^7

R i ck B ro o k s , R. R. #1 , F rem o n t, I n d ia n a ,  ^6737
J u a n i t a :  .what i s  even w orse a b o u t t h a t  Q uaker t h a t  b u rn e d  h im se lf  

up i s  t h a t  he  a lm o s t l e f t  two c h i l d r e n  f a t h e r l e s s  i n s t e a d  of th r e e .  
I f  he w an ts  t o  b u rn  h im s e l f  up , t h a t  i s  h i s  b u s in e s s .  B ut a lm ost 
t a k i n g  h i s  baby  d a u g h te r  i n to  th e  b a r g a in  j u s t  a b o u t tu r n s  my stom ach.

' ; I  l i k e d  Banks M ebane 's  a r t i c l e .  Out o f th e  w r i t e r s  he m en tions I  
r a t h e r  l e a n  to  J o s e p h in e  Tey ( e s p e c i a l l y  s in c e  die v in d ic a t e d  'my name­
s a k e ,  R ic h a rd  I I I ) ,  Jo h n  D ickson  C a r r , and J J  M a rr ic . M a rr ic  s Gideon 

-books a re ' v e ry  good. I  w onder i f  any o f  o u r e n l ig h te n e d  g roup  has 
h e a rd  o f THE RED HOUSE MYSTERY By A A M ilne?  Y es, th e  one t h a t  w rote  
P ooh  B e a r . I t  was recom mended by A le x a n d e r  W o o lc o tt , and i s  a p r e t t y  
good m y s te ry .

H erb  B each , 315 E a s t  Common S t r e e t , .  fa t e r v i l l e ,  M in n e so ta , 56°%  
'"S ec o n d  i s s u e  of th e  new F an t a s t i c  a r r i v e d  in  th e  m a il y e s te r d a y ,  

and  a l l  s t o r i e s  b u t  th e  l e a d  n o v e l w hich  i s  s e r i a l i z e d  (3 p a r t s ,  irn 
l e s s —-and i n  a b i-m o n th ly  m agJ) by K e ith  La um er. I  d o n 't  th in k  t h i s  
p o l i c y  w i l l  s e t  to o  w e l l  w ith  m ost h a r d - c o r e  f a n s  and c o l l e c t o r s ' num­
b e r in g ,  I  s u p p o s e , a ro u n d  7 0 0 -1 0 0 0 ) , b u t th e  o th e r  2 5 ,0 0 0 —35,000  fa n s  
and c o l l e c t o r s  p a y in g  cu sto m ers  p ro b a b ly  w o n 't  mind a b i t .  And, i f  
t h i s  p o l i c y  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  a b e t t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e ,  
I  g u e ss  I  c a r  s ta n d  i t .  F a c t  i s ,  I  d o n 't  f i n d  th e  tim e o r  i n c l i n a ­
t i o n  to  r e a d  e v e ry  s t o r y  of ev e ry  s f  m agazine  now; and i t ' s  easy  to  
s k ip  th e  r e p r i n t s  u n le s s  i t  h appens to  be u n u s u a l ly  good. I  c o n tin u e  
t o  g e t  a l l  th e - 'm ag s, how ever; h a b i t  i s  h a rd  to  b re a k ,  and t h e r e 's  a l ­
ways th e  chance  t h a t - t h e  m inu te  I 'd  l e t  a sub  go t h e y 'd  p u b l i s h  some­
th in g  t h a t  I ' d  Want to  r e a d  v e ry  much. -

I  fo u n d -T e d  W h ite 's  a r t i c l e  in  th e  c u r r e n t  Yandro i n t e r e s t i n g  to  
s a y - th e  l e a s t .  H ere i s  a f e l lo w  w ith  th e  a b i l i t y  to  w r i te  good enough 
t© be p u b l i s h e d ;  f i n a l l y  co m p le te s  th e  s t o r y  t h a t  he c o n t r a c t e d  fo r-  
s i x  m onths l a t e ,  th e n , a f t e r  he i s  p a id  f o r  t h i s  s t o r y ;  com p la in s b i t ­
t e r l y  t h a t  th e  mean o ld  e d i t o r  d id  him w rong. H e 's  p a id  to  e d i t ’ books

■ t h a t ' l l  s e l l ;  and he knows t h a t  th e  m agic nam e• " F ra n k e n s te in "  in  a
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title will add extra purchasers 
to the book. (Even if the extra 
cash comes from Forry’s little 
monster friends— and, who knows—  
maybe some of Forry’s friends 
will enjoy the story enough to 
.buy some of Ace's other sf books, 
looking for the same "new" type 
of story.

And, as for the Tolkien-Ace- 
Ballantine fuss, I've purchased 
the Ace volumes because they were 
there first. I'll probably pur­
chase the Ballantine HOBBIT as 
soon as it appears, unless Ace 
shows up with one first.. And, I 
feel that Wollhelm has answered 
the criticism fairly well in his 
letter.

/Naturally, I'm one of the fans who object to the re­
prints in Fantastic. Not only do I dislike them • 
printing stories that I've already read, but these 
weren't very good the-first time around. Cohen has 

'■ a huge pile of crap from the old Ziff-Davis mags,
. r but very few stories worth reprinting. RSC/

.John Boland, 232S 4yth Street, Moline, Illinois, 61265
Science Fiction Review is back in business. But I doubt that I ’ll 

-ever renew my sub...not after two letters and many months without even a printed "SFR will be delayed" notice.
The Ballantine Tolkien edition (sorry, I skip around a bit) is al­

most as atrocious as Ace's. Smacking that ridiculous Houghton-Mifflin 
seal right in the center of the painting was very unaesthetic of them 
say I. Almost as bad as that 007 some mis-begotten swing at NAL is 
putting on the Bond paperbacks.

There’s a third UNCLE book out. I have not the slightest Intention 
of-buying it. I can't see what everyone finds so appealing in that idiocy. I like thrillers because they're exciting tand God but it's 
fun to identify with James Bond), but I [don't care particularly for 
l-aughing at the whole idea. Now if someone really good (I can't think 
who, unfortunately) were to write literate (not, I add, Naturalistic) 
novels baseh on the CBS SECRET AGENT series, that would be another 
matter.- Those shows were quite well done, and I'm glad CBS has con­
tinued their production.

I really got pretty excited while reading Bob Tucker's excerpt 
from that Goodrich novel. I thought, John, thou needest not fear 
going unpublished. Then I saw the name of the pubber...part of the 
Vanity Press Association, if I remember rightly.

Actually, I think "shag" must vary regionally within the old U.S. 
The way I hear it slung around (in mixed company— student-teacher 
type mixing, for that matter), I'm sure it can't mean to have sexual 
intercourse with. I mean, this is a progressive community and all,
■ bu t...

For some reason— ^maybe the author's rather poor handling of the 
sex in book #1— I've never gotten too wrapped up with the WITCH WORLD



books

/U n c le  books do n o t la u g h  a t  th e  w hole i d e a .  The a u th o rs  
o f th o s e  have y e t  to  g e t  th e  i d e a .  UNCLE as a p rogram  
does in d e e d  la u g h  a t  th e  w hole Jam es Bond m ythos, and I  
q u i t e  a g re e  l a u g h t e r  i s  c a l l e d  f o r .  I  do n o t i d e n t i f y  
w ith  Bond, o r "M iss G a lo re " ,  a s  s h e '.s  e u p h e m is t i c a l ly  r e ­
f e r r e d  to  i n  th e  fa m ily  p r e s s ,  .and I  f i n d  th e  e n t i r e  
s p y - b lo o d - g u t s - s e x - g o r e  e sca p ism  a c u t  below  F a i t h  B a ld ­
w in  i n  e n te r ta in m e n t  v a lu e .  ‘ B ut th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Spy- 
cum -K eystone Kops of UNCLE.. . . f u n f u n f u n .  JWC7

Ben S o lo n , 3933 N. J a n s s e n ,  C h icago , I l l i n o i s ,  60613
I  fo u n d  S g t R .F .S m ith 's  rem arks r e  ‘th e  H e in le in -A d v e n t-P a n s h in  

f r a c a s  som ewhat i r r i t a t i n g .  H e in le in  (o r  any o th e r  p ro )  "ow es" fandom 
n o th in g ,  so m e th in g  w hich  a l o t  o f fe n  a p p a r e n t ly  h a v e n 't  l e a r n e d .  Why 
th e  d e 'v i l  s h o u ld  H e in le in  c a re  what th e  s f  fa n  d o es?  What h as fandom 
e v e r  done f o r  h im . I f  ev e ry  fa n  s to p p e d  b u y in g  RAH's b o o k s— and so ld  
e v e ry  RAH book they , a l r e a d y  own— I  d o u b t i f  h e 'd  even m iss th e  doughc . 
maybe h e 'd  hav e  to  s to p  sm oking 5 0 / c ig a r s ,  and s t a r t  sm oking U 5/,ers.

To A lex  E i s e n s t e i n 's  " N u tc ra c k e r " ,  I  say  " N u ts ! " .  In  th e  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  A le x , you s h o u ld  know b e t t e r  th a n  to  make s ta te m e n ts  abou t a 
book  you h a v e n 't  r e a d — e s p e c i a l l y  ab o u t one l i k e  THE WORLD OF NULL-A. 
I  c o u ld  go on f o r  p a g es  abou t NULL-A ( r e l a x ,  I  s a id  c o u ld . . . ) ,  b u t I  
w o n 't ;  i n s t e a d ,  I ' l l  r e f e r  you to  th e  "Cosm ic J e r r y b u i l d e r "  c h a p te r  
in  IN SEARCH OF WONDER*.-- Demon ( th e  "D" i s  c a p i t a l i z e d  b e c a u se  i t ' s  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f a s e n te n c e )  k n ig h t  s a y s  e v e r y th in g  I  w ould and says 
i t  f a r  b e t t e r  th a n  I  e v e r  c o u l d . . . I  t h in k  THE WORLD OF NULL-A i s  a 
c l a s s i c  exam ple o f  C am pbell P u l l i n g  th e  Wool o v e r  e v e ry o n e ’s e y e s . 
E nough.

S e c o n d ly , t h e r e  a re  damn few s f  w r i t e r s  who p o s s e s s  a n y th in g  even 
v a g u e ly  r e s e m b lin g  s t y l i s t i c  m a s te ry :  S tu rg e o n , B ra d b u ry (u n fo r tu n a te ly )  
Avram D a v id so n , and th e  r e s t  t h a t  A lex l i s t s  - (a l th o u g h  I 'm  in c l in e d  
to  d i s a g r e e  a b o u t damon k n ig h t)  a re  a b o u t i t  a s  f a r  as s f  s t y l i s t s  go. 
M y ste ry  w r i t e r s  on th e  o th e r  h an d , seem to  be more p o l i s h e d :  who 
show's more s t y l i s t i c  p o l i s h  th a n  R o a ld  D ahl ( a l th o u g h
a l o t  o f  h i s  s t u f f  i s  b o r d e r - l i n e  f a n t a s y )  o r D ash ie ld
Hammett? Even Ia n  F lem in g  has a c e r t a i n  p o l i s h  ab o u t 
h i s  w r i t i n g ,  n o t  to  m en tio n  D onald  H a m il to n 's  M att 
Helm— a r e a l i s t i c  s u p e r - s p y :  he s h o o ts  p e o p le  in  
th e  b a c k . . .B u t ,  I  d o n 't  e n t i r e l y  d i s a g r e e  w ith  
A le x : th e  m y s te r ie s , of D a s h ie l l  Ham­
m e tt  
much 
good

and  Raymond C h a n d le r  have as 
o f th e  S en se  o f Wonder a s a 
d e a l  o f th e  b e s t  of s f .

I  su p p o se  I  s h o u ld  g e t  my two 
c e n ts  i n t o  th e  Ace B o o k s-T o lk ie n  
h a s s e l :  I  c a n ' t  r e a l l y  blam e 
W ollheim  f o r  t a k in g  a d v an tag e  
o f th e  p u b l ic  dom ain s t a t u s  o f 
th e  R in g  b o o k s , b u t i f  h e 's  as 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s a v in g  th e  Read­
e r s  as much money as p o s s ib l e ,  
why p ra y  t e l l  d id  th e  Ace. e d i ­
t i o n s  'c o s t  7 5 /  a h ead ?  And why 
a l s o ,  a r e  th e y  so  c h e a p ly  bound, 
and  why d o n 't  th e  f o o tn o te s  in
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the appendices (sp.?) match-with the page numbers in the books? From all appearances, the appendices were copied directly from the hard­bound edition with no attempt to justify the discrepancy between the herdbound arid paperback edition.
James Sieger: As far as I know Tolkien never Heinleined anyone —  not even Don Wollheim. All of Wollheim’'s dealings were with Houghton- Mifflin, not J.R.R,Tolkien. Furthermore, I doubt that JRRT is greatly disturbed by the loss of revenue from the Ace editions of the Ring books;' the thing that is buggin1 the Grand Old Man of Philology is the fact that Ace Books never asked him for his okay or offered him an honorarium until after their editions of the Ring books were safely in pfcint. Let's face it, anyone who takes fifteen years to write a novel is not in it for the money...
As for "The Catalog of Collected Magazines" which I mentioned in my last letter, I wasn't dumb enough to lay out the long green, but I happen to know the dealer— one William Ogfeld— All Too Well.Before I forget, (this is a pretty disorganized LoC— par for the course) there's something I want to say about Vern Coriell's letter in #150: Mr. Coriell,.! have only my memory to rely on, and as I remember the BOOK BEAT interview, it seems that Cromie made some rather cutting remarks about you; and was altogether somewhat snide— now'it may well be that it was only my imagination, but then again...

"ersonally, I think one of the troubles with stf is "that too many new writers are worried about their style, or lack of it. They spend all their time working on their style, and forget that’Style is not an end in it­self. (This was particularly noticeable in F&5F during 
Avram Davidson's editorship, and in the British maga­zines today.) RSC/

Harry Cooper, 35°6 W. Wilson, Chicago, Illinois 60625 
wonder when Mister Wollheim is going to reprint 0. T. Stoneham's Kaspa books?

I read Edgar Rice ..Burroughs: Master of Adventure. I think it was very good indeed - so was Otis A. Kline's Tam, Son Of The Tiger. I saw nothing funny about it. i ,
/Well, admittedly it wasn't as funny as it could have-been. RSC7

Gene DeWeese, 2713 No. Prospect Ave, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211Why doesn't The Man get on the Hugo list? For one thing, it wasn't that good. It was, I suppose, "gripping", -in that it held my interest. But it held me in spite of what was happening, not because of it. Which may not sound too clear —  let's try it another way. I stayed with it for fairly long stretches at a time, but every few pages would find my­self thinking "Oh, reallyl" Not unlike Doc Smith books, in a way. It held my interest but not my belief. Coincidence and unexpected (and un­justifiable) changes of heart by key characters ran rampant. For instance, one of the President's bodyguards is being temporarily seduced to get him to call in sick and let an inexperienced agent take over his post so the organization the girl works for can get in to assasinate the President. In the process of the seduction, however, the agent launches into a n im­passioned bit of oratory about what a great person the President is, and the seductress has a change of heart and confesses what she is doing in time to allow the agent to dash full speed to the White House and save the President's life at the last second.
Not nearly as good as Davy.<8>



TRANSATLANTIC TRADER # ? (Niels Augustin, Jac.Veltmanstr.JO''', Amsterdam- Slotervaart, Netherlands - no price or schedule) Niels is trading all 
sorts of things; coins, comic books, flints for flintlock guns, Roman 
pottery, stamps, science fiction, color slides; you name it. If you’re at all interested in this sort of thing, get in touch with him. (I’m inter­ested; I just haven't had the money this year.)
SCIENCE FICTION TIMES #Uj2 (S F Times, James V. Taurasi, Sr., l l ^ G  
27th. Ave, College Point, New York HJjH- - somewhat monthly - 15/) The 
best place to get news of the professional science fiction magazines. 
They don't get the news out first so much any more, but they usually have the biggest accounts. This issue contains an issue of BARSOOMIAN TIKES, with the latest on Burroughs publications, stapled to it. Rating...6
RATATOSK #2J, 21! (Bruce Pelz, Box 100, JOS "Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 9OO2R - biweekly - J for 25X) One of the best places to find out 
what's going on in fandom. RAT is usually a two-pager, covering fan changes of- address, brief notices of fan parties and other doings, and occasional professional news. Rating....6
FOCAL POINT #15, 16 (Rich Brown, 2j6 Mulberry St, Apt. 12, New York, N.Y.- mostly bi-weekly - J for 25X) #15 is mostly devoted to the FOCAL POINT 
Poll, which I mentioned in the last YANDRO. I don't know about you, but I derived considerable amusement from it. #16 is back to the usual fan 
news, address changes, etc. FOCAL POINT has of late been bigger than RATATOSK, but it doesn't seem to print any more news (or at least, no 
more news that interests me). Rating...6
FANXIETY #1 (Oregg Jolforcl, 9001 Joyzelle, Carden Prove, Calif. 926^0 - bi-monthly? - 257) Extremely light dittoing, which made the thing hard 
to read. Better stay away from those gray masters, Cregg; the purple came thru okay, and the cover, in purple and red, was not only the best item in the mag, but the most legible. (I may stick that cover up with my folk material, under the title "Froggy ’lent A-Courtin' 11. ) Contents include a 
checklist of Judy Merril's "Best".anthologies, a review of RANCH ROMANCES by Rich Mann (who is trying to kill off the mag by letterhacking to it), 
an unmentionable story, and various other odds and ends which might have 
been interesting if I could have read them. There is also a FANXIETY Came, 
which I don't seem to understand very well, but then I'm not much of a games enthusiast. Rating...J
NANKDATE #6 (Rich Mann, J27-B Walsh Hall, Crand Forks, North Dakota 5^201 
irregular? - 107) Primarily concerned with the SFPA, but this time there 
are items of interest to outsiders. One of them is an article on the Flesch X7XXZ7/X Formula, which seems to be a variant of the Fog Index which made fannish discussions a few years back. (I gave up on the Fog 
Index.when. it.gave results to the effect that I couldn't understand my own editorials.) Flesch seems more concerned with classifying styles of 
writing, rather than with the amount of education required to understand 
each style. Rich .tells how he recruited a femmefan by a letter to RANCH 
ROMANCES and has several pages of mailing comments; interesting if viewed as a sort of long, disjointed editorial. Rating.... J
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THE EGOIST #1 (Carl J. Brandon, Jr., S&llskapsvSgen 7, Stockholm 4g, Swe­den - irregular - for trade, contribution, or letters of comment) Main trouble with this, from my viewpoint, is that it's largely concerned with Ayn Rand's Objectivist philosophy. It's not that I have violent objections to Objectivism; it's just that I am totally uninterested in fannish bull­sessions on philosophy. (Or professional bull-sessions on philosophy, for that matter; the entire subject bores the hell out of me.) If you're in­terested, this is an excellent fanzine, well-written and well-produced.I can't rate it; sorry, Carl. It wouldn't be fair to give it a low rating, and I'm damned if I'll give a high one to a fanzine that doesn't interest me. I can certainly recommend it highly to philosophically-inclined fans. 
ERGO SUM #3$ (Paul Wyszkowski, Box 3372, Station C, Ottawa 3, Ont., Canada quarterly '- free) Which means, of course, free for comment. Paul mentions that trades will be accepted only if they contain comments on or reviews of ERGO SUM. The mag is an expanded version of DIFFERENTIAL; the same type of material, only more of it. I'm always fond of the newspaper headlines he runs across ("Judge Clears Pigeon of Indecent Assault" —  Raeburn and dogs,- Wyszkowski and pigeons.) There are a couple of little items that I shall have to disagree with in a letter if I can find the time, a story I actually enjoyed, and various editorial comments. Attached to it was an article of somewhat ghoulish nostalgia by someone named D.T.P. Sears —  everyone in Canada seems to have 4 or 5 names. Well-written, but I'm sus­picious of it. DTPS probably stands for something humorous in Wyszkowski's life. Rating....6
FAN SLAN’-T #1 (Paul E. Hemmes, 1353 Waukazoo Dr., Holland, Mich. 49433 - no- schedule listed - 25/) Elinor Poland has a poem made out of the titlesof Asimov's books; an interesting idea, tho the meter is a little strainedin the last verse. There's a rather odd article by Seth Johnson, fictionby Les Sample, and a long "interview" with Stan Woolston. The latter pointsup the weaknesses of all such interviews; the questions are so generalized that the answers must be too generalized to be of much value. (And even where the questions can be answered specifically, Stan is much too nice a guy.to go around insulting people by listing them as horrible examples. I don't blame him; I probably wouldn't do it myself for an article for some­one else's fanzine. If I'm going to insult people, I'll do it in YANDRO.) To get any value out of things like this, you must avoid interviewing a professional author (who is trying to produce a good image of himself so he can sell more books) or a fan like Woolston. who is out to promote good feelings toward the N3F.(You need someone like Ted White, who says what he thinks and damn the consequences.) Rating. ..3-̂
THE SOLARITE #4 (John Boland, 2323 47th. St., Moline, Illinois 61265 - 25/ - quarterly or irregular, take your choice) This is devoted primarily to fan fiction. If you don't like fan fiction, stay away from it; if you think more fan fiction should be published (don't laugh; there are such people), then this one is for you. In addition there are fantasy film re­views by Tom Dupree, and letters. Rating...3
HYDRA #6 (Pete Campbell, 15 Wilson St., Workington, Cumberland, Great Britain - irregular - 5/0, or about 75/, per year) Concerned w ith science, a review of Taylor Caldwell's Devil's Advocate which isn't as devastating as Damon Knight's was some years back but has its moments, an idea for a new stf plot, and international friendship. Rating...5
"Expense incurred in development of an optimum malfunction isolation pro­cedure will exceed the savings realized by application of the said pro­cedure in light of the anticipated quantities of failures." (from a govern­ment . technical publication, as reported by Gene DeWeese)



yJENDIGO #2 (G ina C la rk e ,  9 B a n c ro f t ,  Aylm er E, Q uebec, Canada -  i r r e g u l a r  
- f o r  t r a d e  o r  comment) I  keep  w ondering  how ja z z  f a n z  manage to  p u t  ou t 
su ch  an i n t e r e s t i n g  f a n z in e .  J u s t  lu c k , I  g u e s s .  And th e  f a c t  t h a t  Gina 
h as as much o f an a d d i c t i o n  to w ard  odd n ew sp ap er h e a d l in e s ,  n u t ty  r a d io  
and tv  show s, and u n u s u a l  books as we do, and c o n s id e r a b ly  more a b i l i t y  to  
rem em ber to  q u o te  them  when c u t t i n g  s t e n c i l s .  (Anyone w r i t i n g  in  w ith  th e  
c o r r e c t  num ber o f g ra m m a tic a l  e r r o r s  in  t h a t  s e n te n c e  w i n  r e c e iv e ,  f r e e  
of c h a rg e , a r o u s in g  Bronx c h e e r . )  F a n a t i c a l  ty p e  f a n s  sh o u ld  be w arned 
t h a t  t h i s  h a s  n o th in g  to  do w ith  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n ;  i t  h as e v e ry th in g  to  do 
w ith  e n jo y m e n t. R a t i n g . . . . 8
QUIP ??1 (Len B a i l e s ,  Box 14 , R le b e r  H a l l ,  UCLA, Los A n g e le s , C a l i f .  -  30 /
-  Q u a r te r ly  -  c o - e d i t o r ,  A rn ie  K atz) B ut t h e y 'd  r a t h e r  have l e t t e r s  o f com­
ment th a n  money. The im ita tio n -V O ID  c o v e r  i s  an e x tre m e ly  good im i t a t i o n  
( o r  p a ro d y , i f  you p r e f e r ) .  Two con r e p o r t s  mar th e  c o n te n ts ;  one of th e  
D eepSouthC on and one on a tw o-w eek t r i p  by New York f a n s  w hich c o v e red  
b o th  th e  M idw estcon  and W este rco n . J u d g in g  from  th e  way th e y  f l o c k  to  con­
v e n t io n s  and th e n  r e l a t e  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  t o  anyone who w i l l  s i t  s t i l l  
and r e a d  o r  l i s t e n ,  f a n s  m ust be th e  l o n e l i e s t  c r e a t u r e s  on E a r th .  (Con 
r e p o r t s  a r e  th e  f a n n i s h  e q u iv a le n t  of home m ov ies, b o th  as to  q u a l i t y  and 
u b i q u i t y . ) Jo h n  B e rry  w onders i f  a l l  US k id s  a re  l i k e  some who v i s i t e d
him r e c e n t l y .  Not a l l  o f them , Jo h n ; J u s t  o th e r  p e o p l e 's .  Ed Cox h as a 
good colum n o f g e n e r a l  com m entary, and Len B a i l e s  w r i t e s  a f a s c i n a t i n g  ac­
c o u n t of o th e r  fan d o m s. I  g u e ss  I  l i k e  th e  mag, even i f  i t  does seem to  be 
t r y i n g  a w fu l ly  h a rd  to  be f a n n i s h .  R a t i n g . . . 5
THE ELEVENTH HOUR #1/TERREAN #10 (Dave van  Arnam, 1730 H a r r is o n  Ave, Apt. 
353, B ronx , New Y ork 10^53) T h is  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  th e  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
th e  T e r r e a n  A m ateur P r e s s  S o c ie ty .  I  d o n 't  r e a l l y  know i f  t h e r e  a r e  any 
e x t r a  c o p ie s ;  Dave s a i d  to  m en tio n  t h a t  th e  g roup  i s  n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y  lo o k ­
in g  f o r  r e c r u i t s  and i f  you g e t  on th e  w a i t in g  l i s t  you Way have to  w a it 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  A p p a re n t ly  th e  d e a l  h e re  i s  t h a t  ev ery b o d y  w r i t e s  a l e t t e r  
t o  th e  p u b l i s h e r ,  who th e n  p u b l is h e s  them . ( D i f f e r e n t  p u b l i s h e r  e ach  i s ­
s u e . )  I 'm  te m p te d  to  say  " b ig  d e a l " ,  b u t th e r e  a r e  p e o p le  in  fandom  who 
r e a l l y  go f o r  t h in g s  l i k e  5 0 -p ag e  l e t t e r - c o l u m n s ,  so I  suppose  i t ' s  a good 
i d e a .  W hile  th e r e  a r e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  id e a s  in  h e r e ,  I 'm  a f r a i d  t h a t  to  
an o u t s i d e r  i t ' s  to e  much l i k e  w a lk in g  in  in  th e  m idd le  of a c o n v e r s a t io n ,  
( l  know; f r e q u e n t l y  n e o fa n s  t e l l  me t h a t  fandom as a w hole i s  l i k e  t h a t  — 
b u t  e v e n tu a l l y  th e y  s t a y  In  u n t i l  e v e r y th in g  makes s e n s e ,  more o r l e s s .  As 
a c a s u a l  o b s e r v e r  o f TAPS, I  w o n 't  be a ro u n d  i t  t h a t  m uch.)
SPECULATIVE BULLETIN #5 (John  B o sto n , £16 So. F i r s t  S t ,  M a y f ie ld , Ky 42066
-  4 f o r  2 5 /  -  i r r e g u l a r )  The b e s t  p la c e  to  f i n d  o u t a b o u t fo r th c o m in g  
books and su ch  s t u f f .
Al #1 (J im  K e i th ,  2$34 S a n te z  D r, Pomona, C a l i f .  91766 -  m onth ly  -  5 0 / 
p e r  y e a r )  A sm a ll. 4 -p a g e i  . The e d i t o r s  (J im  Schum acher i s  c o - e d i to r )  say 
t h a t  by k e e p in g  i t  s m a ll  th ey ' can p u b l is h  m o n th ly . So t h a t  s how i t ’ s 
d o n e . . . .  M a te r i a l  c o n s i s t s  of 1 a r t i c l e ,  one s t o r y ,  1 v e r s e ,  and 1 f e g -  
h o o t ,  p lu s  some good a r tw o rk .  You c a n ' t  g e t  much i n  f o u r  p a g e s , b u t  what 
i s  t h e r e  seem s a d e q u a te .  In  tim e , i t  m igh t even  be o u ts ta n d in g ,  b u t  i t  
i s n ' t  y e t .  R a t in g ..........3
THE USFA JOURNAL #13  (Don M i l l e r ,  12315 Ju d so n  R oad, G lenm ont, W heaton, 
M ary lan d  20906 -  b i-w e e k ly  -  4 1 .0 0  p e r  y e a r  t h i r d  c l a s s  o r  4 1 .5 0  v ia  f i r s t  
c l a s s  m a il)  P r i m a r i l y  d e v o te d  to  W ashing ton  fa n  c lu b  new s, b u t  Don i s  ex­
p a n d in g  to  in c lu d e  a l l  s o r t s  of fa n  news i te m s  j u s t  as f a s t  as he can ge i 
i te m s  s e n t  i n .  T here  a re  a ls o  book and m agazine  r e v ie w s .  R a t i n g . . . . 4
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